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Overhead Catenary for that 
professional look. 
Metal masts, fine contact 
wires. Operating 
Pantographs. Available for 
HO, HOm & N scale. 


MERTEN 


Miniature Figures for that 
extra detail. 
HO, N, TT, Z, O and 1 scale. 


TE U occ 
utritbutor 
TRADE & GENERAL ENQUIRIES TO P.O. BOX 388, MITTAGONG 2575 - TELEPHONE (048) 712 966 
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Ask for it by name FLEISCHMANN PROFI-TRACK HO & N. 
Geometrically designed to use less pieces 


Add 
"Life" 


to your 


layout 
fita 


"SMOKE" 
unit in 


Exquisite Accessories. 
: for the Railway Modeller 
in HO, N, Z, & LGB. 


SMOKE 
GENERATORS 


Houses, Locos-Steam or Diesel HO/OO, 
LGB, No. 1 Factories, Engine Sheds, 
Burning Houses, bush fires, Ships etc. 
Also Seuthe 3/Way Maintenance Tool, 

Lubricating Oil and Track Kleen. 


Light up your layout with 
Brawa. Large range of lamps 
for buildings, streets, 
stations, signals, etc. 

Also working \ 

models Trolley 

Bus, Container ge i 

Cranes, 

Cable Cars, 

Locos. 


Superb quality building kits 
for HO, N & Z. Catenary for 
HO & N scale. Non-toxic 
Supranol plastic cement. 


Catalogues and price lists for above brands available from 
‘all good hobby shops" 
Fax No. (048) 721 183 
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Another year has gone by so quickly 
that I seem to have missed it - or at 
least a good part of it. 

It is time to bring each of you the 
Season’s Greetings from the Federal 
Committee and myself. May you all 
have a happy and Holy Christmas, 
and may the new ‘ye bring you 
happiness and good health. 

I managed to spend a few days in 
England again this past year, and 
managed to find one new “train” - or 
to be correct, a Street railway. The 
Manchester Metrolink runs from Bury 
Station via Victoria Station to Pic- 
cadilly, and from Piccadilly Station to 
Altrincham Station. From Piccadilly 
to Victoria Station and from Piccadilly 
to G Mex Station, it runs as a Tram 
through the streets of Manchester. 
From Victoria Station to Bury Sta- 
tion, and from G Mex to Altrincham 
Station it runs on what were aban- 
doned railway lines. The light rail 
vehicles have a capacity of 200 passen- 
gers, and use overhead wire via pan- 
ie 28 hs for Electric Traction. 

als 


re) managed to visit (and ride on) | 


two steam trains; one at the Keithley 
and Worth Valley line and one at 
Bodmin Parkway to Bodmin Town. 
The latter has only been open for 
traffic for about 15 months. A ride on 
a Sprinter up the Settle and Carlisle 
line completed my rail journeys. 

Reading through the magazines that 
I get, I notice that despite the predic- 
tions of Doom and Gloom, not all the 
manufacturers have gone broke, or 
out of business, and there is still a 
pretty full range of models available at 
prices to suit almost any pocket. 

So, let us look forward to whatever 
the New Year may bring and remain 
happy in our hob y; As it has been 
said before "Model Railways are Fun”. 

Rex Little 


Notice 


This publication accepts no responsibil- 
ity for the accuracy or reliability of articles 
or advertising published herein, statements 
made or opinions expressed in papers or 
discussions, nor do we necessarily subscribe 
to the views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or practice 
of advertisers herein. This publication 
reserves, at all times, the right to refuse 
acceptance of any matter considered unsuit- 
able for publication. 
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Queensland Railways DD17 No 
949. For more on this class of loco, 
see Steve Malone’s article in this 
issue. 


Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
15th Februrary for hand written articles, 
25th February for neatly typed articles and 
State News, Ist March for articles on flopp 
disk (IBM format) and 20th March for ad- 
dresses and envelopes. Collating and post- 
ing is expected on 25 March. 
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From the 
Managing Editor 


Firstly, my apologies for this issue 
being rather late, but everything 
seemed to happen at once for me 
over Christmas and New Year, in- 
cluding a business trip away to 
Geneva. The only consolation was 
that I had the opportunity to watch 
the trains at Geneva Station for a 
op germ Talk about trains running 
ike clockwork! 

Due to time and space limitations, 
an article on the SECV lines in 
Victoria and the membership list will 
be held over until next issue. 

In an attempt to improve the 


Editor 


Western Australia Alan Porter | quality, I am printing the main ar- 

21 Prosser Way, Myaree 6154 | ticles in a larger typeface. This is a 
Cartoonist RTB | reaction to my friend Alan Porter in 
Layout Roger Lloyd | WA’s ’The Branchline” who is going 
Typing Helen Falkingham | Smaller. Sorry Alan, my eyes are 


nowhere near as good as they used 
to be! 

Some criticism on photo quality 
has been noted. More on this in the 
next issue. 


AMRA Victorian 
Branch 

92 Wills Street, Glen Iris 3146 
Printing-covers Ron Hansen 
Status Printing 

248 Inkerman Street East St Kilda 


Printing-contents 


Roger Lloyd 
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President’s Annual Report - 1992 


In presenting this report to the 41st 
Annual General Meeting of the Fed- 
eral Committee, it is pleasing once 
again, to be able to say, that over the 
past 12 months, all gains have been 
achieved. 

Our current number of members 
listed on the mail computer listing is 
in excess of 1100 members. 

Our membership drive for the year 
ended 31 August, 1992 has been a 
success for one branch only, Western 
Australia. This makes our Western 
Australia branch the largest branch in 
the Association. 

As part of our membership drive 
for new members, I would like to con- 

atulate Mr. R. Schonfelder of 

onvale, Victoria on being registered 
as our 1000th member of the Associa- 
tion. The Federal COM has decided 
to continue the membership drive for 
a further year, and is to be conducted 
under the same conditions as last year. 

The Annual Balance Sheet, as 
Sie aa by Ken Edwards, shows the 

ederal COM funds to be financially 
sound, despite the loss of $705.00 for 
the year 1992. This loss was due to the 
purchase of urgently needed capital 
equipment and increases in postage 
during the year. | 

You will now be aware of the increase 
in your membership fees for the year 
1993, this was necessary because of the 
large increase again on postage of 
Journal, to be started in January, 1993. 

Once again I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the retirin 

ederal COM for their support an 


the way they have carried out their 
respective tasks, which has made m 
position so much easier. Especiall 
would like to thank Norm Dead for 
the efforts put into the investigation of 
the proposed new Journal postal 
requirements for the forthcoming year. 

Again I would like to congratulate 
Rex Little, Roger Lloyd and the 
’Vicprint’ team of workers for their 
efforts with the production, presenta- 
tion and distribution of Journal through- 
out Australia. Also branch reporters 
please make sure that your branch 
news and articles, are available for 
each printing of Journal, without this 
information branch members will not 
be able to make a note in their diaries 
of any future events, that they may be 
interested in. 

I would like to extend to those 
members who were granted an Hon- 
orary Life Membership during the past 
year, my congratulations and many 
more happy modelling years ahead, 
they are: 

Mr Alan Porter - Western Australia 


Mr John Harry _ - Victoria 
Mr Roger Lloyd = - Victoria 
Mr Jim Christie - Queensland 


This honour is given to those 
members who have given their time 
and services in the promotion of rail- 
way modelling over many years. 

he Federal COM in the past year 
was able to qualify for an income tax 
nny. tae + certificate, which means 
that the Federal COM will be able to 
improve it’s investment strategy, so 
help keep the costs of the Association 


down. 

To those members that participated 
during the sen year as exhibitors or 
workers at their own state exhibitions, 
congratulations on the way these 
exhibitions were run. It was a pleas- 
ure to see at first hand, the Melbourne 
and Sydney exhibitions, at which I 
spent days, working as a member. 

rom the usual grapevine, I believe 
the Brisbane exhibition was also a 
huge success, congratulations. To those 
members who have never helped out 
at an exhibition, I would suggest that, 
until you have, you will never enjoy 
the fun side of the hobby, getting to 
know a whole new group of characters 
, not just ones you will meet at the 
local branch meetings, such as mod- 
ellers from all over Australia with 
many different ideas in “he way the 
railway modelling should be done. 

To all those members, who are 
fortunate in being able to travel inter- 
state, whether it be on business or 
holidays, please feel at liberty t “call 
the local branch secretary, whv will be 
able to give you details of any coming 
events at that branch. Members from 
other states are quite welcome at all 
local branch meeting places. 

In conclusion, I would like to take 
this opportunity of wishing all mem- 
bers and their families, a very merry 
Christmas and a prosperous and happy 
modelling new year. 

Brian Tyson 
Federal President 


Information and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 


Federal Committee 
Federal President Brian Tyson 


Federal Secretary 
Federal Registrar 


Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 


Stephen J Chapman 
Norm Read 


22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 


02 872 3512 


PO Box 150 North Strathfield NSW 2137 


New South Wales Committee 


President Phil Kelly 
Secretary David Bennett 
Treasurer Jack Parker 


Address all correspondence to: 
The Secretary 


Clubroom telephone: 
Victorian Committee 


President Graeme Nitz 
Secretary John Harry 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 


Clubroom telephone: 
Queensland Committee 


20 Lee Street Condell Park NSW 2200 
200 President Avenue Miranda NSW 2228 
34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 


PO Box 194 Rockdale NSW 2216 


20 Alpha Street North Balwyn Vic 3104 
68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 
10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 


39 Dapper Street Sunnybank Hills Qld 4109 
20 Rosemary Street Bellbird Park Qld 4300 
7 Irving Court Collingwood Park Qid 4301 


11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 
21 Stevens Road High Wycombe WA 6057 
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President James Yuille 

Secretary Tony Weber 

Treasurer Neil Johnman 
Western Australian Committee 
President Simon Mead 

Secretary Eddie Garforth 
Treasurer Alan Porter 


34 Feather Street St Clair NSW 2759 
3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 
8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 
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02 456 2868 


02 790 5317 
02 524 3655 
02 724 5348 


02 567 1899 


03 857 6959 
03 570 4406 
03 583 8655 
03 885 7034 


07 345 6035 
07 288 1780 
07 288 3391 


09 276 8745 


09 330 1848 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would be most welcome. Please send them to the Managing Editor) 
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Vale - Keith Wilcox 


Keith John Wilcox passed away on 
Saturday night 28th November after a 
fairly short illness. Keith joined the 
Association on 14th May 1952 mem- 
ber No 55. He was elected to the 
Federal COM in 1968 when the first 
NSW Federal COM was formed. He 
volunteered to be the Public Relation 
officer and organised the printing of 
display cards advertising the Associa- 
tion. These were placed in as many 
hobby shops as possible. In 1970 he 
was appointed V/President, a position 
he held until near the end of the term 
in 1976 when he resigned with the 
intention of taking up a position in 
W.A. Fortunately for COM, this fell 
through and Keith was back again as 
Treasurer until the AGM of ’79 when 
he stepped into the President’s shoes 
and remained as such till the AGM of 
1988 after which he moved to Bris- 
bane, where he had spent some years 


earlier in his working life. 

During all his time on the COM he 
encouraged membership of the Asso- 
ciation. He prepared the groundwork 
for our successful 21st Birthday in 
Melbourne Easter 72, went over to 
Perth to assist in the formation of the 
W.A. Branch, formed the Nepean 
Sub Branch and steered us through a 
couple of stormy periods. He was well 
liked by all those that knew him and 
many will be saddened to hear of his 
passing. 

During all his time Keith never 
talked much about his personal life 
apart from his work and interest in the 
hobby and we understand there was 
no next of kin. The Queensland Branch 
was well represented at his funeral 
and my thanks to Bob Mawson for his 
part in making the arrangements. 

Norm Read 


Secretary’s Desk 


As mentioned In the previous 
JOURNAL, only enough nominations 
were received (9) and these were for 
only the existing committee. In corre- 
spondence from a member, who stated 
it was no use nominating anyone, we 
never get a vote. It was pointed out to 
him that until such time as we receive 
more nominations than for an existing 
committee,there never will be a bal- 
lot. The Federal COM was formed 
and located in Victoria for the first 18 
years of the Association and after 
many years of ”juggling” to form a 
committee each year, a Minute was 
placed in the records to the effect 
that if the NSW Branch did not agree 
to form a Federal COM, the Associa- 
tion be wound up, after the 1968 
AGM. 

Well the NSW Branch must have 
been happy with the way their Exhi- 
bition was going and a Committee was 
formed on the Saturday night of the 
AGM at the Sydney Town Hall. 

We are now into our 25th year and 
only once in that time was a group 
nomination received from another 
Branch, and only that a potential 
office bearer of that group was not 
acceptable to the rest of the members 
they did not receive sufficient votes to 
form a COM. 


We did at one period nominate 


members of the COM to be State. 


Representatives,where by members 
in each State could contact their Rep 
on any matter of concern and if nec- 
essary to be raised at a COM meeting. 
That arrangement just lapsed after a 
period because of lack of any use. For 


this reason we have never been enthu- . 


siastic about any suggestion of form- 
ing the COM from members in each 
State who would get together once or 
twice a year and map out future plans. 
Any ideas to be successful must have 


the support of the membership to 
materialize,but from experience over 
the last 24 years very few have. 

The same goes for JOURNAL , it is 
not much good complaining about 
content, if one is not prepared to do 
something about the matter. Every 
member has received a Members 
Information Sheet covering 
Suggestions, ideas or handy hints to be 
sent to the Editor,some 1000 have 
been sent out, but I wonder how 
many Rex has received. 

This may all seem to be a bit of a 
moan,but consider the countless hours 
I have given being a Secretary or 
Registrar and some times as both. I 
do tend to tend to get a bit browned 
off’ when only a small percentage are 
prepared to ‘give some jam to spread 
on the bread’. Fortunately there has 
always been a core of willing workers 
in each Branch prepared to hop in and 
help keep the ship afloat and amongst 
these is the person who gives that 
extra effort and for that reason the 
MERITORIOUS AWARD was in- 
stituted and this year the COM was 
pleased to accept the nomination from 
the Queensland Branch for Kerrie 
Hayes and the Western Australian 
Branch nomination of David Port in 
addition to Geoff Brown of the Vic- 
torian Branch (as mentioned in the 
Nov/Dec issue of JOURNAL). These 
people were not looking for honour 
and glory but the Award is our way of 
saying "thank you’ for that extra con- 
tribution to the welfare of the Asso- 
ciation. It has been said on more than 
One occasion, it is your Association 
and the benefits you receive are in 
proportion to what you are willing to 
put in 

Norm Read 
A/Federal Secretary 
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Secretary’s Desk 


Just a short note from me this time. 
At the time of writing (early Decem- 
ber) I have just arrived back from five 
weeks in the United States and have- 
n’t yet had time to catch up on what 
has been happening here. I wasn’t 
able to be at the Federal AGM so I 
will have to rely on other members 
who were there to fill you (and me) in 
on what happened. 

I did find time while in the US to 
get some involvement with railways 
and visited both Grand Central Sta- 
tion and Penn Station in New York 
City. Railway stations in US cities are 
on a much different scale to those 
found in Australia. I left New York by 
catching a New Jersey Transit train to 
Bayhead New Jersey. The ticketin 
system in use there is also much dif- 
ferent from anything I have seen else- 
where. There was also an enormous 
difference between the stations at each 
end of the line with Penn station being 
a major terminus and Bayhead being 
a piece of track with a strip of con- 
crete next to it and only a couple of 
houses in sight. 

I also visited the San Diego Model 
Railroad Museum. This was a collec- 
tion of layouts (one N scale, one O 
scale, one Lionel, and several HO 
scale layouts) on permanent display 
and filling an area larger than most 
model raifWay exhibitions. They claim 
to be the largest model railroad museum 
in the world. It is the only display of 
its we that I have seen that has called 
itself a museum. 

Knott’s Berry Farm (amusement 
park) also had a couple of items of 
railway interest including a working 
live steam narrow gauge (it looked 
about 2’) railway circling part of the 
park and an HO layout powered by 
turning a handle. 

Well by next issue I should have 
had time to find out what is happen- 
ing and will be able to write a more 
conventional secretary’s desk. I hope 
that you all had an enjoyable Christ- 
mas. 

Stephen J Chapman 


Federal Secretary 


Registrar’s Report 


Well as usual at this time of the 
year there are quite a number of 
members we never hear from at re- 
newal time, there are some who send 
back the renewal form with a resigna- 
tion note and a reason but for the rest 
like the saying ’packed their tents and 
stole off into the silence of the night’. 

I have often wondered why some 
people join in the first place and often 
with Family members and then so 
little is seen of them, but the same 
thing happens in another club I be- 
long to, which has been in operation 
over 50 years. 

One thing I have noticed so far this 
financial year is the number of new 
members, occupation Retired, 18 so 
far. Now I think that is a good thing, 
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during my working days I came 
across so many folk, who were 
more or less dreading the prospect 
of retirement, having practically 
no other interest than work. Now 
in my opinion taking up this hobby 
opens up a vast new world and has 
the opportunity to unearth hidden 
talents and in fact I have seen this 
happen and they now find there is 
not enough hours in the day. Also 
in many cases it is the time to put 
in place, ’stored dreams’ that have 
had to wait during the years of 
raising a family an = ing of the 
mortgage. So may 1 of see some 
of those dreams come true. 
Looking at my membership card 
the other day it had ’a dog eared’ 
look about it, so am wondering if 
some of the Hon Life and Paid 
Life members have similar ones 
and would like a new lamp for old. 
If so drop me a line and I will send 
a replacement one. 
Norm Read. 


Wanted to Buy 


Playcraft and Lima HO scale (not 
OO) British outline models 
including the so called ’Australian’ 
models based on these. Also Lima 
South African models except the 
so called ’Blue Train’ carriages 
and four wheeled open wagons. 
Fair but not outragious prices 
paid for items in good condition. 
Dealer offers also welcome. 

Ern Raddatz 

5 Railway West 

Snowtown, SA 5520 
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Queensland Rail Restores DD17 @ 


No 1051 
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Above. For the Redbank Museum ’Thomas 
the Tank Engine Day, DD17 1051 plays its 
part for young visitors. Photo S. Malone 


Below. Queensland Railways DD17 No 949 
in new condition. Photo QR 
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On Friday 19th November 1992, 
The Queensland Rail removed the 
DD17 loco No 1051 from it’s resting 
eae for over 20 years at the Redbank 
team Locomotive Museum and trans- 
schon the loco by road to Ipswich 
ailway Workshops. 

The loco has been undergoing in- 
tensive restoration work since that 
day. The restoration team is led by a 
well known steam enthusiast and 


A 
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railway fitter. Another 
member of the team, an 
AMRA member, and 
past Journal Reporter, 
is keen to share the 
details of this exciting 
restoration when he visits 
the Clubrooms. 

It is planned to have 
the loco ready by Ist 
April 1993 to play a part 
in Queensland Rail Cele- 
brations. 

The DD17 is the final 
outcome of the three 
styles of suburban tank 
loco on Queensland 
Railways. The first large 
tank loco for suburban 
use was the D16, first as 
a 4-6-2, later converted 
to a 46-4T. Twenty were 
built, introduced from 
1901. The next style of 


4-6-4T loco was the D17 | 


introduced in 1924, thirty 
of these were built. 
Twelve DD17’s_ were 
built from 1948 at Ips- 
wich Workshops. The 
last one No 1051, was 
also the last steam loco 
built by the Ipswich Rail- 
wa orkshops. The 
Q.R. planned further 
steam locos to be built, 
the CC17 2-8-2 and CC19 
4-8-2, however these 
were not ith, 
the introduction of the 
diesel electric locomo- 
tive was the leading 
factor. Special cast 
frames for the CC17 
locos were delivered to 


Q.R., however these 


were sed « apa 
The take over of the 
diesel loco on the Bris- 
bane suburban system 
meant some of the DD17 
locos only operated for 
15 years. 
he U.S. AC16 2-8-2 
locos had a strong influ- 
ence of the DD17 de- 
sign and they incorpo- 
rated many modern 
features for steam locos 


The first DD17 locos 
carried a dark blue liv- 
ery, but later a more 
attractive lighter blue 
livery was used. 

AMRA Queensland 
congratulates Queens- 
land Railways on this 
restoration project and 

ish every success to the 
venture. 

In the next issue of 
Journal we continue to 
discuss the DD17 loco 
and mention ideas for 
modelling this loco in 
S,HO and TT scales, on 
16.5, 12 and 9mm track 
gauges. 

Steve Malone 
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A side on view of Queensland Railways DD17 No 949 
Sener seit cpt oh a neiin armen nds as 


Narrow Gauge Junction 


By Chris Malone 

Continuing from last issue’s discus- 
sion on Queensland non-cane tram- 
way prototypes, here are some more 
examples of the wide diversity of 
reasons for which such operations 
existed. 


6) Aramac Shire Council, 
Barcaldine - Aramac tramway. 
One of the longest lived tram- 
ways, this 36” line commenced opera- 
tions in 1911 and was not closed until 
1975. Over it’s life, it was a common 
carrier serving the town of Aramac in 
Central Western Queensland. The 
advent of good roads resulted in it’s 
closure. It was basically a branch off 
the QGR line, and relied primarily on 
second hand ex-QR equipment. It’s 
first loco was ex QR B12 31 shown on 
the front cover of Journal no. 208. It 
also purchased ex OR B15 308 and re- 
ceived brand new a PB15 built at 
Ipswich Workshops Following diese- 
lisation in 1958, this loco (known as 
Al) was sold to QR, becoming it’s 
no.1052. Four months later it was 
renumbered no.12. It’s diesels were 
more of a cane tram variety, and 
indeed both are now in sugar industry 
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service. The first was an 0-6-0 Com- 
Eng, which was sold to QR in 1974 
and converted to 2’0” gauge for the 
Innisfail Tramway. After this closed 
in 1977, it ended up at Moreton Mill 
at Nambour, where it operates today 
as "Yandina’. The other loco was an 
0-6-0 built by Walkers, which was sold 
to Pioneer Mill on closure. The Aramac 
Tramway also had a rail motor (Ex 
QR RM28) which provided a passen- 
ger service. Most other rolling stock 
was ex-OR (either purchased or bor- 
rowed). 


7) Mackay Harbour Board, 


Mackay 
The first of two operations by this 
authority was a 4’8 1/2” gauge tram- 
way from the Mount Basset quarry to 
the harbour. The sole purpose was to 
cart materials and rock used in the 
construction of harbour breakwaters. 
Relatively short lived, it had closed 
rior to WW2. It had some unusual 
ocos including an 1879 Vulcan 0-6- 
OST, a 1911 Manning Wardle, a 1927 
O&K 0-4-0T and an 1884 Baldwin ex 
tram engine. Most of these survived. 
During the 1950’s the harbour Board 
again entered the railway business, 


but in 3°6” gauge. This time they 
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bought a Com-Eng 0-6-ODH to work 
on QR sidings at the harbour. It is 
believed this operation recently ceased. 
8) Mount Isa Mines, Mount Isa. 
Constructed around 1940 were the 
Start of an extensive above ground 
3’6” gauge system. Three steam loco- 
motives were used (2 Pecketts and 1 
Hudswell Clarke) all being British 
looking saddle tanks, They dieselised 
in 1955, and have owned a Drewry, 2 
Com-Engs and 2 Walkers QR DH 
type locos. Still operating, it is com- 
pletely oriented towards heavy indus- 
try with shunting of QR wagons on 
MIM property being a major task. 


9) Mount Isa Mines, Mount 


Morgan 
The large Mount Morgan opera- 
tions had an extensive railway net- 
work, again connecting with OR. They 
operated from 1902 to 1967, using 
British saddie tanks and some ex Hume 
Weir construction Perry’s. As well as 
this 3’6” gauge, some narrower gauges 
were also operated. Two Hunslets are 
reserved in Mount Morgan, with a 
ocal group, the Golden Mount Rail- 
way Preservation Society, construct- 
ing a railway museum using them and 

ex-QR equipment. 
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10) Cairns Town Council, Aeroglen 


Tramway 

This 2’0” line ran from a quarry to 
the QR Cairns-Kuranda line at Aero- 
glen, hauling rock for road construc- 
tion. Only existing from 1912 to 1930, 
they had a an O&K 0-4-OST and an 
Avonside 0-4-OST, the latter being a 
very small machine. 
11) Charters Towers Water Board 


tramway. 


port 


Charters Towers. Only 


1901), 


In addition to the above opera- 
tions, there are others including the 
Stannary Hills and Irvinebank mining 
network, the Ballara Mining tramway 


The Baffled Train Driver 


The above Diagram shows a circu- 
lar Railway Siding at the end of a 
Main Line. 

"C” is a Cattle Wagon, ”S” is a 
Sheep Wagon, ”E” is a Locomotive 
and 

"FB” is a Foot Bridge over the 
railway line. 

The problem is to shunt the Wag- 
ons so that the Cattle Wagon and 
Sheep. | 

Wagon change places and the 


Locomotive is back on the main 
line. 

The height of the Footbridge is 
such that the Locomotive can pass 
underneath but the Wagons are 
too high. 


CAN YOU HELP THE TRAIN 
DRIVER ?? 


Solution on page 26 


This operation. to ine wausual 
eauge of 28 Le operated to trans- 
irewood for the boilers of a 
massive water pumping plant near 
operating 
around the turn of the century, it had 
one loco, an O&K 0-4-OWT (819 of 


John Fowler ’Faugh- 
a-ballah’ and Perry 
*R.D. Rex’ (left) shown 
at Port Douglas, the 
mam Perry hauling bagged 

cccesssegiil] SURAT waggons off the 
jetty. 


west of Cloncurry 
(that even had a 
Shay!), the 37’6” 
Chillagoe Railway 
and Mining Co 
empire and several 
local authority tram- 
ways on the Queens- 
eee land coast that even- 
BAS; eat became part 
me Of the QR North 
@ Coast line. It is clearly 
= apparent from this 

= that a huge diversity 
of modelling proto- 
ee is available in 
this field. They need 
not be in the past either. For example. 
Mossman Mill IS considering construct- 
ing a 2’0” gauge rack railway from 
Mossman to Mareeba, then extendin g 
it’s trackage into the Atherton Table- 
land, which is showing signs of being 
a Major sugar growing area in the 
future. As has been said, there is a 
earn for everything and in Queens- 
and tramways this inchides level cross- 
ings On points and turntables com- 
pletely fabricated from rail! 


Editor, AMRA Journal, 
Dear Roger, 

| have read somewhere that the model 
of the British Railways Battle of Britain 
class 4-6-2. Pacific Winston Churchill that 
Triang produced some ten to twenty 
years ago was not to 00 scale but to a 
smaller scale, somewhere between HO 
and 00. Although I have the model I do 
not have the necessary drawings to compare 
them. Also I have heard that the ro ling 
stock manufactured under the British 
Trix label was also to this in-between 
scale. 

Is there any member who could tell me 
if this is correct or if I have been misled 

At the same time is there a British 
born member or any other knowledge- 
able person who would be able to tell me 
what emulsion paint is. I have heard that 
it contains latex and enquiries at paint 
stores has come up with the answer that 
it is acrylic paint. However in an article 
on scenery making in the British maga- 
zine Scale Model Trains the author 
mentions he has used both emulsion and 
acrylic paints so there must be a differ. 
ence between the two. I need to know 
because the English modeller Jack Kine 
in a talk on making scenery mentioned he 
used emulsion paint to dye the ground 
foam he had made. 

Alternatively is there a good and safe 
alternative substance to use in dyeing 
ground foam rubber. 

Regards, 

Ern Raddatz 

5 Railway Terrace West 

Snowtown, SA 5520 
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L-Girder Construction 


The normal method of baseboard 
construction involves building one or 
more frames with cross members at 
ys, ee distances and attaching 
them together to form a complete 
frame for the layout. This layout frame 
then has legs attached to it to lift it to 
an appropriate height. Finally the 
baseboard top is fitted either covering 
the entire frame (solid top) or just 
where the tracks are to go (open top). 
If gradients are to be included then a 
section of the baseboard top is fitted 
to the top of risers attached to the 
crossmembers. This method of base- 
board construction can be used for 
_ style of layout (permanent, port- 
able, or anything in between). The 
major disadvantages are the quantity 
of timber required for its construction 
and the limitations that it places on 
baseboard shape. 

If a permanent open top layout is 
to be built then an alternative base- 
board construction method is possible 
which not only reduces the amount of 
timber required but also allows a 
layout of almost any size and shape to 
be produced. This method also has 
the advantage of avoiding the need to 
screw into end-grain timber without 
the need to use fancy joints. The 
method is called L-Girder construc- 
tion because the main support con- 
sists of L-Girders rather than rectan- 
gular frames. 

An L girder is so called because it 
is shaped like the letter L. An L girder 
has an advantage over an ordinary 
length of timber of the same thick- 
ness. Where an ordinary length of 
timber bends relatively —. in the 
direction of its short side an L girder 
is more rigid in both directions. The 
L girder also has an advantage over a 
piece of solid timber of the same 
overall dimensions because the thick- 
ness of the timber that you have to 
screw through in order to attach it to 
the rest of the layout is much less. The 
L shape can be obtained from ordi- 
nary timber by one of two methods. 

e first method involves taking a 
piece of timber having a quite sub- 
stantial cross section (say 3” x 2”) and 


by Steve J Chapman 


cutting a smaller section from the side 
of it (say 2” x 1”) to leave an L shaped 
piece of timber. This is a fairly in- 
volved process and involves making 
two rather long straight saw cuts of 
even depth. 

A much simpler method is to simply 
take two pieces of timber (say 2” x 1”) 
and screw and glue them together so 
that the short side of one edge butts 
up against one edge of the long side 
of the other (see figure one). This 
gives an L girder of the same size and 
an much more quickly and eas- 
uy. 

en small layout can be built on one 
conventional baseboard frame while a 
medium to large layout requires the 
use of several frames joined together. 
Using L girder construction a small to 
medium layout can be built using two 
L girders and additional L girders can 
be added as the layout grows. Whereas 
the conventional frames are attached 
directly to one another to build the 
layout, the L girders are attached via 
cross-members and do not come into 
direct contact. 

Normally a layout would have one 
L girder toward the front edge of the 
baseboard and the second near the 
back edge. An L shaped layout might 
have a third L girder across the short 
end of the L. 

The next step once the L girders 
have been constructed is to set them 
at an appropriate ors from the 
floor. This height should be no higher 
than the lowest level of the scenery in 
the logs 4 of the L girders and might 
be an inch or two lower. There are 
two methods of fixing the L girders at 
an pe ga height. 

ince an L girder layout frame 
ends up all in one piece and cannot be 
separated up into sections the wa 
that a conventional layout can an 
irder — is normally a permanent 
xture. If the layout runs along a wall 


then the rear L girder can be attached 
to the wall directly without requiring 
any type of legs (figure two). All that 
is required is to screw through the 


thickness of the long side of the L 
perder directly into the wall. If a 
»ackscene board is to be fitted then 
this should be attached to the L girder 
before the L girder is fixed to the wall, 
otherwise the backscene will need to 
be attached to the wall separately. 

For the front L girder tee both if 
the layout is to be free standing) then 
legs can be attached to the outside of 
the long side of the L (figure three). 
These legs will not need to be any- 
where near as close together as with 
a conventional frame layout because 
the L girder can support itself over 
much longer distances than the con- 
ventional frame can. This is one in- 
stance of where the L girder construc- 
tion uses less timber. As with screw- 
ing the L girder directly to the wall the 
screws should be put in through the 
width of the long side of the L girder. 

At this stage you will notice that 
whereas a conventional frame with 
four legs attached is free standing, the 
L girders will still not stand upright by 
themselves. In order for the construc- 
tion to stand upright we must now 
attach the first few crossmembers. 

Before we start attaching cross- 
members we need to realise a few 
differences between L girder cross- 
members and the crossmembers in a 
conventional frame. The crossmem- 
bers in a conventional frame are 
contained within the frame and their 
length is determined by the size of the 
frame also the crossmembers at the 
end of each frame is duplicated by 
another crossmember on the next frame 
so as to — some means for 
attaching the frames together. An L 

irder crossmember sits on top of the 
Fane and except in the case of an L 
girder attached to a wall projects 
some distance (6” - 10”) beyond the L 
girder. Not all L girder crossmembers 
need to be the same length and you 
can easily obtain a curved baseboard 
edge by fixing crossmembers of ap- 
propriate lengths. Crossmembers when 
attached can be slightly longer than 
intended as it is a simple matter to cut 
them shorter at a later stage in the 
baseboard construction. Also as there 
are no frames to be joined together 
there will not be any need for any 
duplicated crossmembers. This is 
another instance where less timber is 
required. 

Crossmembers are attached by 
placing the member with its shortest 
side flat — the top (short side) of 
the L girder and screwing up through 
the L girder into the cross member 
(figure ii). The front L girder should 
always be attached with the inverted 
L facing outward. A freestanding rear 
L girder will face away from the front 
L girder so that they are both facin 
outward. A wall fixed L soe wi 
face the wrong’ way due to the method 
by which it 1s attached to the wall 
however this doesn’t matter as in this 
case the wall adds additional strength. 


Figure 4 


To make the baseboard free stand- 
ing will require the last crossmember 
at each end to be fitted first followed 
(for very long layouts) by one or two 
of the crossmembers toward the middle. 
The other crossmembers can then be 
fitted. 

A solid top could now be fitted on 
top of the crossmembers provided 
that all of the L girders have been 
built to the same height. This would 
complete the baseboard construction 
if this was done however this loses 
many of the advantages of the L 
girder method. 

The L girder system works better 
with an open top approach. Using this 
method of construction almost any 
landscaping features can be easily 
incorporated into the layout. 

The next stage of construction is to 
fit the risers and lay the trackbed. It 
is probably best to cut a section of 
trackbed before making the risers to 
support it so that the risers can be 
made to fit. It is probably not a good 
idea to cut the pieces of trackbed 
exactly to length yet since if they are 
to be fitted on a 
grade then a 
slightly longer 
length will be re- 
quired. 

The risers to go 
under the piece of 
trackbed can then 
be built. The first 
thing to do is to 
aut the riser some- 
what longer than 
the actual height 
required. Then a 
piece of timber the 
same length as the 
track bed width is 
screwed across one 
end of it. This end 
will be the top. If 
two pieces of 
trackbed are to 
join over a riser 
then it might be 
advisable to fit a 
second piece of 
timber across the 
other side at the 
top for the second 
trackbed to be 
fastened to. 

The completed 
riser is then at- 
tached to the 

appropriate place 
on the crossmem- 
ber. Since the riser 
may need to have 
its height adjusted 


Cross member attached to two L-Girders 


slightly when the 
trackbed is fitted, 
it should not be 
permanently fixed 
to start with. Two 
alternative ways to 
initially attach it 
are 1) cut a slot 
down the centre 
and put a single 
screw through the 
slot to attach it 
(the height can then be adjusted b 
loosening the screw slightly) and 2 
clamping the riser in place. 
Once a number of risers have been 
ositioned then the trackbed can be 
aid ely in place and the risers 
adjusted to give proper support. The 
risers can then be properly attached to 
the crossmember (figure five) and the 
trackbed fixed in place (figure six). If 
the bottom of the riser projects too 
far below 
the cross- 
member it 
can now 
be trim- 
med off. 
i tid i ax - 
final step 
in con- 
structing 
an L 
irder 
ase- 
board is 
to finish 
off the 
edges. 


Figure 5 


Riser attached to crossmember 


This can be done immediately after 
the trackbed is laid in order to get the 
baseboard construction finished or it 
can be left until after the track is laid 
(or even wired). 

Landscape contours should be cut 
from hardboard or thin ply. This is 
then bent to fit against the ends of the 
crossmembers. The ends of the cross- 
members can be trimmed slightly, if 
necessary, to allow for an even curve. 
The contours can the be attached to 
the crossmembers either by screwing 
into end grain which is not so impor- 
tant here since this is only supporting 
a thin edging strip (figure seven), or 
by attaching a scrap of timber to the 
top or bottom of the crossmember at 
the end and attaching the contour to 
that (figure eight). 

The various contour pieces can then 
be joined where their ends butt to- 
gether by attaching scraps of timber 


Figure 9 
A complete L-Girder frame 
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across them on the side nearest the L 
girder. This can occur anywhere 
provided that the edge is relatively 
straight but can have problems when 
the edge is curved. With curved edges 
it is probably best to position the joins 
in the contour next to a crossmember 


end and use the second method of 


attaching the two contour ends to the 
crossmember. 

The L girder baseboard is now 
complete al nine). All of the 
subsequent stages of layout construc- 
tion will be no different from what 
would normally be required with a 
conventional open top baseboard 
except that you already have the con- 
tour strip fitted to the edge. 

L girder construction is a practical 
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Figure 7 


Landscape contour attached to cross- 
member 


alternative to conventional baseboard 
frames when a permanent layout is 
required. It provides a strong support 
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Figure 8 
Landscape contour attached via 
support block 


for your layout using less timber than 
a conventional frame having the same 
strength. 


Railroad Tycoon” - a review 


"Railroad Tycoon”, by Sid Meier, 
is a computer ame/sivastation that I 

urchased on the recommendation of 

iend. Its a complex game (but only 
because running a railroad is a com- 
plex business) and takes some time 
get the hang of. Perseverance is 
rewarded - anyone who likes railways 
should enjoy this. My ten year old son 
is hooked. 

The object of the game is to run 
a railroad be railway if you’re build- 
ing in Europe or England) at a profit. 
To do this you have to lay track (e 
from coal mine to power station) an 
arrange trains to transfer goods and 
passengers at reasonable schedules. 

"Railroad Tycoon” requires an IBM 
PC or 100% compatible to run. You 
also need a colour monitor and while 
the program will use CGA Id say you 
really need at least EGA to do the 
game justice. A mouse is not manda- 
tory but is a major convenience in 
playing. 

The game ts not copy protected but 
before starting you are asked a 
question, the answer to which is found 
in the manual. This is a fairly standard 
anti-piracy technique these days but 
Railroad Tycoon’s question is rather 
unusual - you are shown a picture of 
a locomotive and asked to identify it 
(eg a Mikado). What peg me about 
this is that anyone keen — to 
play this = would presumably be 
enough of a rail enthusiast to be able 
to identify most of the locomotives 
without reference to the manual 


—— 
hat the authors are enthusiasts 
shows in the manual’s lyrical prose. 
Railroad Tycoon originally started life 
as a model railroading game but was 
expanded to “full size” when compe- 
tition with other railroads and a more 
complex economy was included. 

In Railroad Tycoon you wear a 
number of hats but the two major 
ones are President and Dispatcher. 
You can’t get away from being Presi- 
dent since you have to choose what 
lines to build and what trains to run 
but you can, if you choose, off load a 
lot of the Dispatcher’s duties onto the 


computer. As you become more 
experienced and need more of a 
challenge you can take control of such 
details as throwing points, setting 
signals, letting faster trains overtake 
slower ones and avoiding collisions 
(very bad for business!). 

You can also specify tougher 
competition (competing railroads not 
only try to lure away your customers, 
they will also try stock takeovers) and 
a more complex economy (it gets 
harder to match goods to suppliers). 

So far, playing at the lowest level, 
I’ve found just being President diffi- 
cult enough. You have to decide if its 
worthwhile borrowing money to build 
a branch out to the coal mine or 
speeding up shipments by double 
tracking a congested section. When 
building, you have to decide between 
cheap construction (steep — sharp 
aa but lower profits (due to slower 
trains) or high quality to start (tun- 
nels, bridges etc). Or maybe start 
cheap and hope you'll get enough 
— to reinvest and i case? later. 

n oe first few games I made the 
mistake of borrowing early to build 
everything to high standards. Then I 
found that the interest payments 
exceeded profits by a large margin and 
went bankrupt. Deposed as President 
at an meeting of irate stockholders, I 
learned to start small and work up. 

Each "day” of operation represents 


two “years” of financial time (talk 
about fast time!) so each run of a train 
actually represents its total running 
over a two year period. As time goes 
by (you run the railroad for up to 100 
years) new locomotives are introduced 
(always trumpeted as "bigger, faster, 
better!” - at they don’t add is 
"more expensive”). You then have 
to decide which trains (if any) you’ll 
upgrade to use newer, more modern 
motive power. 

The game is_ oriented more 
towards finance than very low level 
operation. That’s not to wd there isn’t 
plenty of operation but rather that the 
operation must be directed towards 
running the railway at a profit and 
there are limitations on what you can 
do. Matching locomotive types to train 
consists and schedules is most impor- 
tant, for example, but there’s no way 
to add a helper engine over a steeply 
graded section. 

Computer games are common (I 
shudder to think how many mega- 
bytes of disk space they take up on my 
machine) but good, ——— mes 
with lasting interest are rare. I found 
Railroad Tycoon to be one of the 
later, with a good railway-like feel. 
Nursing a short line connecting two 
villages up into a vast empire with 
thousands of miles of track gives you 
a real boost. 

Warmly recommended. 


WARNING!!! 


THIS RAILWAY IS SUBJECT TO BREAKDOWNS DURING PERIODS 
OF CRITICAL NEED 


A special circuit in the Railway called a CRITICAL DETECTOR senses 
the operator’s emotional state in terms of how desperate the operator is to 


run the :Train. 


proportional to the desperation of the operator. 
reatening the Railway with violence will only a 

Likewise attempts to use another Train or Loco may also cause it to malfunc- 

tion. They belong to the same union. Keep cool and say nice things to the 


Railway. Nothing else seems to work. 


NEVER LET ANYTHING MECHANICAL KNOW YOU ARE IN A 
HURRY 


The CRITICAL DETECTOR then creates a malfunction 


avate the situation. 
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@ The Association 


The Abbotsford Masonic Hall, 
Gipps Street, Abbotsford was again 
the venue for the third convention of 
the AVMRC held on Saturday 5 
September 1992. 

Attendance was down slightly 
compared with last year’s convention. 

1991 - 68 delegates 
1992 - 64 delegates 

Out-of-town clubs, however, fielded 
we — as against 9 delegates for 
1992. 


The dinner held at a nearby hotel 
also proved popular with some 50 
delegates sitting down to a delightful 
meal with much lively conversation on 
all aspects of the hobby and railways 
in general. 

even presenters presided over the 
six, four pe sessions, commencing at 
9 am and concluding at around 9.15 
pm with ”smoko’s”, lunch and dinner 
taken at the proper times. 

Each session comprised of 2 clinics 
and 2 workshops with a total of seven 
subjects. Presenters also supplied 
notes on their particular field to assist 
with the demonstration and lecture, 
and as a permanent reminder. 

Herb Adler is an expert in eco- 
nomical modelling in styrene with tools 
from Trash and Treasure markers and 
homemade tools and fixtures. Herb’s 
cutting board is probably the forerun- 
ner of many copies from comments 
heard. 

AMRA Victorian Branch Presi- 
dent, Graham Nitz, gave an explana- 
tion on the merits and/or disadvan- 
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1992 Convention 


by Jack Kerr 


tages of different controllers. 

Most of the information was de- 
rived from Graham’s own extensive 
investigations into different control- 
lers and included development of the 
Victorian Branch layout controllers. 

To see David Foulkes cut up per- 
fectly good coach and wagon mould- 
ings can be a frightening experience! 
However, the end result certainly 
justifies the method. With the em- 
phasis on care and checking and a 
thoughtful approach, commercial kits 
can be modified to produce models of 
unusual or rare prototypes. David’s 
sanding board is another example of 
simple homemade tools that give 
excellent results. 

The decision to build a model rail- 
road is a good beginning. However, 
“there’s many a slip twixt the cup and 
the lip” and the variety of things that 
can go wrong, is almost endless. 

Jack Treseder gave a very thought- 
ful resume of many of the things 
which have to be considered before 
going too far. 

Being unsatisfied with factory-made 
turnouts, Roger Lloyd decided some 
time back to "have a go” and build his 
own. Twelve years of research and 
development now enables Roger to 
os tailor-made turnouts with a 

igh degree of reliability, ie they don’t 


IF HE EVER SAYS - 


‘Did | EVER Tell YOU ABOUT 


RUN FOR YOUR LIFE / 


to detail before and durin 


of Victorian Model Railway Clubs 


derail the rolling stock. Roger dem- 
onstrated his methods and made 
available many of his findings. 

Almost all of his turnouts have 
been made for the Victorian Branch 
AMRA avon and have proved to be 
most reliable. 

Frank Kelly brought along some 
beautiful examples of his scratch- 
building skill to illustrate his lecture 
on Scratch Building Steam Locomo- 
tives”. Research, care and attention 
construc- 
tion was the essence of Frank’s lec- 
ture. An approach such as this will 
enable many people to produce cred- 
itable models. 

Steve Atchison demonstrated his 
considerable skill at air brushing. This 
particular activity proved to be the 
most popular, as all places were taken 
very early during the acceptance pe- 
riod for delegates. With emphasis 
being placed on preparation and clean 
and good safety measures, ie use 
of a spray booth, skill comes with 
practice and correct approach. The 
really difficult part is waiting for the 
paint to dry completely before pro- 
ceeding to the next step. 

Each of the presenters is to be 
congratulated on their skill and will- 
ingness to pass this on. Questions 
were answered as completely as pos- 
sible. The organisers also deserve a 
pat on the back for a job well done. 

Planning has commenced for an- 
other AVMRC convention on Satur- 
day 4 September 1993. 
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Branch Diary 


FRIDAY 23/10/92 - Fred Stell once 
again delved into his extensive collection of 
archival footage to present an enjoyable 
evening reliving the past. Norm Read also 
showed interesting footage of the (sadly) 
rarely seen these days O scale exhibition 
layout. "Choo-Choo Cam”, but around 15 
years earlier! 23 members and 4 guests in 
attendance. 

SATURDAY 7/11/92 - The last Auction 
of the year 1992 was quite well attended, 
with 43 members & 4 guests present. Around 
$1000 worth of goods changed hands. 

FRIDAY 13/11/92 - The 1992 Federal 
Annual General Meeting was once again 
hosted by the NSW Branch, with 29 members 
present. A report should appear elsewhere 
this issue. 

SUNDAY 15/11/92 - All but the 16 
members & 4 guests that ventured to Clarence 
for a ”Zig Zag Picnic” missed out on what 
could only be described as a top day”. The 
weather was beautiful (as the author has in- 
cessantly pointed out to all & sundry since) 
and the Zig Zag Railway staff accommo- 
dating, with a tour through the depot at 
Bottom Points & a ride (or two!) on the 
works train. Cockerton Place Picnic Area 
was a most striking setting for lunch, with 
No.1 Viaduct on Top Road towering some 
80 feet or so above. Bob Wardrop managed 
to capture on film a group shot with loco 
934 steaming across the viaduct - nice shot, 
shame about the feet! We were sorry to 
hear how newcomers Darren & Ciaran 
Scott missed the bus - hope Mrs Scott is 
once again fit & well by the time you read 
this. Thanks to Alan Tonks once again for 
playing bus driver (chauffeur?), and to the 
Committee for underwriting the venture. 
To all those members & their families who 
have missed out on this and other outings 
- don’t be left out of one of the most social 
aspects of belonging to a club! 

SATURDAY 21/11/92 - The theme Layout 
Operation meets continue to be popular, 
with 30 members plus 4 guests turning up 
for the last one of the year 1992, European. 
No matter which theme it is, there is always 
an interesting collection of equipment to 
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view. 

_ FRIDAY 27/11/92 - The eagerly awaited 
first-in-a-series clinic from Laurie Lumsden 
& Al Cutmore on passenger car bashing 
became a fizzer when the guests failed to 
show. The author thought that arrange- 
ments were in hand, but failed to foresee 
a lack of communication along the way. It 
certainly won’t happen again! By all re- 
ports, our esteemed President kept the 
seething throng (16) enthralled with an 
impromptu performance - thank you Phil! 

SATURDAY 5/12/92 - The demonstra- 
tion of timetable running by the AMRA 
NSW HO Prototype Operating Group 
("POG”) became extremely difficult when 
a passing storm caused a 1 3/4 hour black- 
out! By the time the operators got to the 
point where the crib break was scheduled 
(3:30pm) it was 6:00pm and they called it 

uits. As if demonstrating a thereto untried 
timetable wasn’t enough...! 35 members in 
attendance. 

FRIDAY 18/12/92 - A less than expected 
group of 17 members was in attendance for 
a varied programme of videos and slides, 
including: the July excursion to Ryde Live 
Steamers, the November trip to Zig Zag, 
and (finally) a look at the 1992 club promo- 
tional/members’ video "AMRA in °92” 
The eagle-eyed previewers sent the video’s 
producer back to the drawing board (read 
editing desk) with a few mistakes too! 

SATURDAY 19/12/92 - A good crowd 
of 42 members & 10 guests enjoyed the 
annual Christmas get-together, once again 
a sausage sizzle after an afternoon’s run- 
ning. The ladies received a hearty round of 
applause for their efforts, with David 
Bennett’s & Bruce Thompson’s barbeques 
both lighting this year! Congratulations to 
those lucky door prize winners. 


Glenn Percival, Publicity Officer. 


AMRA NSW Clubwear 


At the time of writing, over 60 orders 
have been processed for shirts and jackets 
for NSW members. Hopefully you would 
have seen them prominently at the Exhibi- 
tion and the Clubrooms! This is an ongoing 


project, so it’s never too late to place an 
order - order forms are always available 
from the clubroom - call, call in or write for 
one. Please note though that, between 
June and February, jackets may be ordered 
but may not be available for delivery from 
the manufacturer. THE NEXT ORDER 
DEADLINE, for which jacket orders are 
welcome, is FRIDAY 12TH FEBRUARY. 
Next on the agenda is name badges, and 
app in the medium term screen printed 
-shirts. 


1993 Club Programme 


vi the time you read this, we will be 
headlong into this year’s programme, some 
features of which to note are: 

- Expansion of the Wednesday work day 
into the evening for those of us who work. 
bringing us back to how it used to be; 

- Introduction of designated ”work then 
run” extended Saturday meets, with the 
provision to declare a ”work hour” at any 
meet; 

- Continuance of the popular "theme” 
layout operation meets; 

- Clinics dedicated to progressing the 
club layouts; 

- Clinics to let members learn how to 
operate all the panels on all the layouts; 

- More — meets for Open Days. 
Auctions & Audio/Visuals; and 

- More and varied trips, not just of a 
railway nature but including such places of 
interest as Qantas. 

It is however never too late for more 
suggestions, so if you have them, PLEASE 
jot them down and send them to the 
Committee! 


Duty Officer Crew 


The post-Exhibition Open Day saw the 
trial reintroduction of another "oldie but 
goodie” idea - the Duty Officer. Their 
duties will broadly encompass: opening & 
closing the clubroom; greeting guests at the 
door and seeing that they are attended to: 


the general conduct of meetings; and making 
sure a report for ”Journal” is made (where 
applicable). A roster of willing volunteers 
is being assembled by the Publicity Officer, 
with a big thank you to the following hardy 
souls having put their hands up thus far: 
David Bennett, Phil Kelly, Phil Lee, Glenn 
Percival, Graham Saint, Bruce Thompson, 
Alan Tonks, and Brian Tyson. Duty Offi- 
cers need NOT be Committee persons, but 
are subject to Branch COM approval. If 
you think you would like to actively help 
the Branch in this way, please contact the 
Publicity Officer. With enough goon on 
the Duty Officer roster, it will only be 
necessary to work once every few months. 


Layout Supervisors 


Last year, Layout Supervisors were 
formally appointed, and MUST be con- 
sulted before ANYTHING is done to the 
Club’s layouts. They are: 

HO scale fixed: Raiph Wambeek 
HO scale "Hawkesbury”: Alan Tonks 
O scale: Norm Read 
N scale: David Bennett 

Suggestions and enquiries regarding work 
on the layouts should be directed in the 
first instance to the above gentlemen. 


AMRA NSW Library 


The Branch Library of books, maga- 
zines and other reference works is available 
to all members, for a nominal charge of 
$2.00 for twelve months. An ongoing stock- 
take is being conducted, so access to cer- 
tain works or groups of works may be 
restricted at the discretion of the Librari- 
ans. For more information contact the 
library staff, one or more of whom are usu- 
ally present each meeting day. 


Members’ Discounts 


The establishments listed below have 
indicated they will favour A.M.R.A. 
members as detailed. To obtain the consid- 
eration listed, members MUST show a 
CURRENT membership card (establish- 
ments know what to look for), and be at 
least a little discreet. In the words of one 
shop, "When we have offered extra dis- 
counts we have been embarrassed with the 
situation of such a member announcing 
that he should get a discount on $2 worth 
of track pins. Other customers then cannot 
comprehend why such a clown gets 10% 
when the twenty or thirty dollar purchase 
they are making doesn’t seem to qualify.” 


TOYMAN IMPORTS/YENNORA HOB- 
BIES will offer further savings on their 
regular prices wherever possible. 


HOBBYCO, CITY will offer 10% off 
across the store, except markdowns and 


specials. 


THE MODEL RAILWAY CENTRE, 
GYMEA will offer 10% off, except on 
consigned goods. 


TRAINS N THINGS, SUTHERLAND 
will offer 5% off, except on books, maga- 
zines and videos. 


-AMRA car window decals 


VAGGS HOBBIES, MIRANDA will 
give 10% off. 


CRONULLA STEEL FABRICATORS, 
6/141 Taren Point Rd CARINGBAH, will 
ive favourable consideration to members. 
his firm was involved in shoring up the 
ae that the "Hawkesbury” layout trav- 
els in. 


More establishments. will appear as 
confirmed, and this list will also appear on 
the ”A.M.R.A. N.S.W. Shop” notice board 
in the foyer. 


The AMRA NSW Shop 


CLUB SHIRTS Adult sizes 14-30 
$26.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 2.00 ea. 
Personalised embroidered BONDS ”Grand 
Slam” polyester/cotton pocketed shirts. 
"Natural” (beige) in colour, with AMRA 
logo on non-pocket side & your name 
above pocket. 


CLUB JACKETS Adult sizes 14-22 


$35.00 ea. 
Child sizes 6-16 
$28.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 5.00 ea. 


BONDS premium jersey fleece press stud 
jacket, embroidered and personalised as 
above. ”Timber” (dark brown) in colour. 
Delays will be experienced unless ordered 
February-June. 


CALL IN, CALL OR WRITE TO 
CLUBROOM FOR CLUBWEAR OR- 
DER FORM! 


COMING SOON: 

1992. Club Video ”"AMRA in ‘92” 
APPROX. $20.00 ea. Following on from 
the first. video "AMRA °91” last year, 
”"AMRA in ’92” showcases the variety of 
NSW Branch activity more faithfully. 
First stocks expected at meeting 12/2/93. 


Selieys "Aquadhere” one litre bottle 
$5.00 ea 


Aluminium diecast G-clamps $1.50 ea. 
two inch (51mm), with plastic foot & handle 


C&K brand quality switches 
#7201 DPDT $ 3.50 ea. 
#7203 DPDT centre-off $ 3.50 ea. 


#7105 DPDT centre-off momentary action 
$ 4.00 ea. 


(for your hand throttles!) 


Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) 1.5mm red 
$ 0.75 ea. 


$ 0.50 ea. 
(affix to inside of back window) 


CORK ballast strips 1/8” (for HO Banee) 
Im x 4cm $ 0.60 ea. 
1/16” (for N gauge) Im x 2cem = $0.20 ea. 


SAMPLES ONLY (at this stage): 
Genuine Pelton Australian scale coal 100g 
bag $ 3.00 ea. Prototype 160mm max. In O, 
HO & N scale. 
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Details of more items on hand will be 
released in the near future. Stocks of all 
items are variable at present, so first in best 
dressed! If any members have suggestions 
of goods that could be sold, or can offer/ 
source same, please contact the Publicity 
Officer. 


THOMAS COOK TRAVEL, WORLD 
RAIL DEPARTMENT, HAS PROVIDED 
THE BRANCH WITH DETAILS OF 
THEIR $6300 AUGUST RAILFAN TOUR 
OF BRITAIN. CONTACT THE PUB- 
LICITY OFFICER FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS. 


Programme 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 6th Branch Annual General 
Meeting Members Only 

Fri 12th Video Night - bring your Xmas 
goodies! 

Sat 20th Auction (please book items 
in by 2pm) 

Fri 26th Layout Operation (General) 

MARCH 

Sat 6th Clinic: HO passenger car 
kitbashing (to be confirmed) 
- Laurie Lumsden, "L&C Kits” 

Fri 12th Modelling Videos - Eddie 
Garde, ”Railscale” 
Modelling Competition 

Sat 20th Layout Operation (General) 

Fri 26th Layout Operation (U.K.) 

APRIL 

Sat 3rd _ Visit to Richmond Vale Rail 
way, Hunter Valley 
Contact club for minibus ar 
rangements. 

Fri 9th Layout Coprnnen (General) 
Good Friday 

Sat 17th Layout Operation (Americas) 

Fri 23rd _ Videos / Movies / Slides: to 
be advised 

MAY 

Sat 1st Layout Operation (Work Then 
Run) 10:00am 
Priority given to workers. 

Sat 8th Clinic: Learn the Club Lay 
outs All panels on all layouts 
will be manned. 

Sun 9th Visit to Galston live steam 
(to be confirmed) 

Fri 14th Layout Operation (European) 

Sat 15th Clinic: HO passenger cars#2 
- Laurie Lumsden, "L&C Kits” 

Sun 23rd _ Visit to North Wollongong 
live steam (to be confirmed) 

Fri 28th Clinic: Layout Structures and 
Trees 

JUNE 

Sat 5th Auction (please book items 
in by 2pm) 

Fri 11th Layout Operation (General) 

Sat 19th ** OPEN DAY ** 10:00am 
to 5:30pm 

Fri 25th Audio/Visual: Col Gilbertson 


(to be confirmed) 


, 
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NOTES 

“WORK DAYS Wednesdays, from late 
morning into the evening. Monday nights, 
by arrangement. 

Continuing Clinics are held on Layout 
Operation days, covering such topics as 
model making, kit bashing, detailing, and 
throttles. 

On Layout Operation days, priority is 
given to that meeting’s theme, or as indi- 
cated. 

Guests are welcome at meetings unless 
otherwise indicated. 

Meeting times,unless otherwise indicated, 
are: Ist & 3rd Saturdays 2:00-5:pm 2nd 
& 4th Fridays 7:30-l1:00pm. 

Clubrooms are situated at north end of 
Chapel Lane. Rockdale. Phone: (02) 567- 
1899. 

This programme is subject to change 
without notice. Updated programmes are 
always available from the Clubrooms - 
phone or write. 

All correspondence on N.S.W. Branch 
matters should be addressed in the first 
instance to: 

The Secretary, AMRA NSW, PO Box 
194, Rockdale NSW 2216. 


A Visit to the NSW 
Rail Transport 


Museum 


by Alan Tonks 
On Sunday, 9 August 1992, approxi- 
mately twenty-six A.M.R.A. members raided 
the Rail Transport Museum at Thirlmere 
near Picton (which is approximately 90km 
south of Sydney). Eleven brave souls turned 
up at the Rockdale Club rooms to place 
their trust and lives in the hands of the 
mini-bus chauffeur for the day, Alan Tonks. 
After picking up three more passengers 
enroute to Thirlmere, we continued our 
journey - eating boiled lollies. Rather than 
eading straight for the Museum we made 
a quick pit stop at Picton to look at the 
historic Stone Quarry viaduct. While we 
were there a train heading South crossed 
the viaduct and this pleased the many 
photographers in the group. : 
Upon arrival at Thirlmere we = 
found Moira and Bruce Thompson 
with a plentiful supply of hot soup 
for the weary travellers (Ha, Ha!). 
Due to the Museum not being 
able to run steam trains on the loop 
line it was decided that we wouid 
join the 11.30 am guided tour of #% 
the Museum. By this time more # 
A.M.R.A Menibere had arrived 
under their own steam” and joined 
us for the guided tour. Whilst the 
tour guide was very informative we 
were lucky enough to have the 
ADDED BONUS of ”Steam En- 
gine Guru Fred” and his com- 
ments. By the time we had looked 
at the static esis avoided 
shunting movements (being carried 
out by the museum staff); and # 
ventured down to the running shed # 
(where 3642 was having a boiler & 
washout) it was lunch time. ee 
Back at the barbecue area Bruce #3 
Thompson had successfully lit one # 
of the barbecues, which was imme- 
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train buffs. As there was plenty of people 
taking the opportunity of Gaibectilie their 
lunch there was not enough room for all. 
Therefore, | had to start a second barbe- 
cue, which in turn lead to sarcastic remarks 
being made towards my efforts of Starting 
up the barbecue from scratch. As it turned 
out my barbecue became handy in keeping 
the billy boiling for a cuppa after lunch. 

After lunch "Steam Engine Guru Fred” 
took some of us on ’his’ guided tour of the 
Museum where we were treated to his 
stories and anecdotes of his adventures 
driving steam engines around New South 
Wales; whilst the others strolled around 
with their cameras and took detailed pho- 
tographs for upcoming modelling projects. 

At around 4.00 pm the weather became 
a bit chilly so we packed up our gear and 
decided to head back home. As Navigator 
Percival” seemed interested in "The dead 
centre of town” a quick detour was made 
aS part of our journey home. A good trip 
home was spoilt by Navigator ”Percival” 
and Second Officer "Stebbing” as they 
continually stole third gear from the bus’ 
gearbox, although the boiled lollies helped 
to sooth the pain. 

On arrival back at Rockdale everyone 
was thankful that they had returned in one 
piece and most were looking forward to the 
next minibus trip which will be to the 
Lithgow Zig Zag Railway Museum. 

My thanks go out to the NSW branch 
COM for their contribution towards the 
cost of the mini-bus hire; Moira and Bruce 
Thompson; Fred the Guru; and to every- 
body who joined in for the day at the 
Museum. 


The Rocky Road to 
a Finished N Scale 
Layout 


The buzzword around the clubrooms at 
the moment is ROCK. Everything’s com- 
ing up rocks, a rock by any other name 


would smell as sweet, killing two birds with 
one rock... the banter flies thick and fast 
with the inspiration of the plaster castings 
hitting the N scale layout. A latex mold was 


made of the original rook castings on the 
mountain between Cooper’s Crossing and 
Watson’s Flat, but this was taken before 
the next work night by an anonymous 
member who obviously thought himself 
more entitled to it than the N scale work 
group. Another was made by Neil, and 
promptly locked away, and this has been 
used to blend the mountain piece into the 
rest of the layout. The area will soon be 
ready for painting and grass cover. 


The stone viaduct over the valley be- 
tween Bennett and Bownen is substantiall 
complete. The ugly framework around which 
the viaduct was built has been in place for 
Over two years, painted with enamel paint 
to prevent summer humidity from warping 
the wood. Now the arches are in place and 
the tapered ., have been assembled 
under them. These will be surfaced with 
cardboard sandstone and lined with plastic 
rusticated coursing as per the prototypes 
illustrated in the ”Railway Viaducts of 
Australia” book. The plastering of the 
valley itself is almost to painting stage - 
again that ROCK word. 

After months of invisible but tiring work 
under the surface of the layout, substantial 
yg of the scenery are not springing to 
ife. Soon to appear (hopefully) are a 
gum in the cattle yards of Cooper’s 

rossing, a pine plantation over the moun- 
tain, and the completion of the turntable 
area at the Watson’s Flat terminus. The 
Station area at the front of the layout 
remains purposely plywood, awaiting the 
completion of the rest of the layout before 
commencement of the most challenging 
and complex feature of an otherwise rural 
mountain theme - the fully fledged town of 
Wallamundra. 


Glenn Watson 


The photo below has nothing to do with 
NSW Branch! It is just a filler. It has been 
a long time since this 2’ gauge loco hauled 
sugar cane. This ex WWI Baldwin tank 
loco 4-6-0 was rebuilt in a realistic manner 
and is seen here working a train at 
Dreamworld, south of Brisbane. 


Head. . © 
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Modelrail °92 Convention 


The 1992 ModelRail Convention was 
held at the Clubrooms on Sunday ist 
November with 42 paying participants and 
three Student and young Family members 
of the Association who have been involved 
in the "Young Members’ Project” being 
given the opportunity to attend on a 
complimentary basis. 

The whole operation was carried out 
with a high degree of professionalism and 
I believe we presented a very good image 
to all who attended. This seems to be 


reflected in the fact that almost half of the 


non members who attended the Conven- 
tion have subsequently joined the Associa- 
tion. 

I must congratulate and thank Ian Wood 
and all the members who were involved in 
the staging of this very successful event. 
Well done, all of you. 


Behaviour of Children in 


the Clubrooms 


I think that it is well known that the 
Association sets a minimum age of 10 years 
for Student Members and for student chil- 
dren of Senior Members to qualify for 
Family Membership. However, in the 
Western Australian Branch, we have been 
prepared to allow children below 10 years 
of age to come along to the Clubrooms with 
their parent/s on the clear understanding 
that these under-age children must remain 
under the strict control of the parent/s 
while in the Clubrooms and not allowed to 
"run free’ disturbing the enjoyment of the 
other members when using the Clubrooms. 


There have been a number of com- 
plaints recently about the slackness of 
control of under-age children of some 
members and it would be greatly appreci- 
ated if greater efforts could be made by 
parents with underage children in the 
Clubrooms to ensure that their behaviour 
does not upset other members. And, please, 
could they also feed their children before 
they come to the Clubrooms so that these 
same children do not have to keep attack- 
ing the biscuit container and taking away 
handfuls of biscuits? 


Simon Mead President 


Membership Matters 


Wow! twenty three new members of the 
Association in Western Australia (and, 
consequently, automatically members of 
the Western Australia Branch) since the 
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last issue! It’s becoming a full time task to 
keep up with all aspects of the Registry 
task....... but I enjoy it!! These new members 
are listed below, together with their local- 
ity and their interest in railway modelling, 
where it is known, so that other members 
in the same general area and/or interest 
may seek them out whenever they’re at the 
Branch Clubrooms and so possibly assist 
the new members to ’settle in’. 
Greg AITKEN "Sn3 1/2’ 
Shaun ATKINS ‘HO’ US diesel 
& British steam 


Jim BOND °00’/HO’ 
-_Max CHANCE Hornby ’OO’ 
Simon CLEMENS "HO’ 

Ted CONNERY ‘Undecided 
Martin ENGEL European ’HO’ 
Phil & Peter FILLIS "HO’ 


Darryl, Brendan & Aaron hada aed 
"H , 


George FOSTER GWR ’N’ 

Rex HATTON ’N’ 

Brian HODGES "HOn3’, ’"00n3’ 
Peter MASSIE SR ’OO’ 
Garnet MORGAN ’N’ 


Mark NORMAN *Sn3 1/2° 
Peter ROHAN "HO’ 
Martin WATERS "HO’ 


Mike & Mary WOODS |. 'N’ 
Frank WRIGHT i 8 

We welcome them all ’on board’ and we 
hope that their membership of the Associa- 
tion (and of the Western Australian Branch) 
will prove to be enjoyable and fruitful for 
them. 

I received a letter from the Federal Reg- 
istrar, Norm Read. In it he set out the lat- 
est Australia wide membership figures which, 
after adding some new member documen- 
tation in transit between us, are as follows:- 
WA Branch 242 Senior 3 Student 60 Family 
Total 305 (late Nov. 1991 251) 
NSW Branch 205 Senior 3 Student 44 
Family Total 254 (late Nov. 1991 242) 
Qid Branch 88 Senior 3 Student 27 Family 
Total 118 (late Nov. 1991 118) 
Vic Branch 217 Senior 11 Student 37 Family 
Total 265 (late Nov. 1991 235) 

Included in these numbers are the 68 
new members of the Branch recruited so 
far this ’A.M.R.A. year’ (which in our case 
includes all new members recruited at and 
after the 1992 Model Railway Exhibition). 
New members for 1992-93 in the other 
Branches are NSW 24, Queensland 6 and 
Victoria 24. 

Alan Porter 


Branch Registrar 
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Printed matter of all kinds continues to 
flood into the Library making the job of 
sang | cataloguing and filing increas- 
ingly difficult. However, as a large propor- 
tion of the books and magazines in the 
Library stock have been acquired by dona- 
tion, we would not want this trend to cease. 
As always, many thanks to all those who 
have made (and will, hopefully, continue to 
ne) these generous donations. Recent 
donations have been an astounding num- 
ber of copies of ”’Railway Magazine”, 
"Railway World” and ”Engineering in 
Miniature” (over 300 in total) and about 20 
books from Ron Dyer (who is not a member 
of the Association. Alan Porter has also 
donated a book of 48 Service Sheets for 
current model Hornby locomotives. 

We have purchased two excellent little 
books on pa modelling:” The Com- 
plete Modelling Workshop” by Stan Catch- 

ol and ”Painting and Finishing Models” 
y lan Peacock. 

It is patently obvious that the final set 
of Library shelves are now needed urgentl 
and I understand that Alan Porter has this 
near the top of his Pending File”! It’s not 
only the shelves that are getting a bit 
crowded. The seating around the ay 
table gets taken up quickly on most GC 
meetings and the recent donation of three 
folding chairs by Chris Paterson has helped 
a lot to ease the problem. Thanks, Chris. 

Our latest video acquisition is "Model 
Railways of Australia”, which, as the title 
suggests, covers some of the finest model 
tailway layouts in this country. A novel 
feature of this video is the use of the "Choo 
Choo Cam”, which is a small video camera 
(apparently similar to those used in cricket 
stumps for TV coverage these days) mounted 
on a ’HO’ scale locomotive and gives a 
*driver’s eye view” of the road ahead, 
thereby opening up a completely new 
dimension to the hobby. 

Following on John White’s recent talk 
on modelling the Welsh narrow gauge 
railways, members interested in this area of 
railway modelling are reminded of the 
material on the subject in the Branch 
Library, in particular the video coverage. 
There are several: 
100V9 ” The Festiniog Railway” narrated 
by Brian Redhead 
100V21 Features segments on the Vale of 
Rheidol, the Talyllyn and Festiniog Rail- 
ways. 
100V93 The Ivo Peters Collection - Vol- 
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ume Four: North Wales Narrow Gauge 
Steam 1959/60. 

100V160 The Ivo Peters Collection - Voi- 
ume Nine: Narrow Gauge-Steam in the 
early 60s. 

100V61 ”Railscene” No.8 & 100V68 
”Railscene” No.15. Both include segments 
on the Festiniog Railway. 

100V76 ”Railscene” No.23 & 100V77 
”Railscene” No.24. Both contain segments 
on the Talyllyn Railway. 

On a more serious note, the book ”Brit- 
ish Steam Locos - Directory” by H.C. Cas- 
serley (library Cat. No. P148) seems to 
‘have gone walkabout’. If you happen to 
have this book, we would appreciate its 
prompt return as other members are anx- 
ious to borrow it. 


Eddie Garforth 
Library Co-ordinator 


Three Years On 


The General Club Activities evening on 
30th September slipped a just like many 
another GCA occasion but perhaps we 
should note in this issue of "JOURNAL” 
that it was the exact third anniversary of 
the opening of our Clubrooms at Moojebing 
Street. Much has happened since that day. 
Membership of the Branch (or, more cor- 
ete A.M.R.A. members in W.A.) has 
nearly doubled, we have lost some old 
friends and members but the number who 
come to meetings keeps increasing. 

The number of meetings held at 
Moojebing Street has increased from six to 
twelve per month, two Special Interest 
Groups (Sn3 1/2 and 'N’ Scale) using. up 
three of these meetings. "Moojebing Marke 
was opened and the old "Sales Cupboard” 
has been rehoused and renamed ”Padding- 
ton Market”. ”West-N-Trak” was donated 
to the Branch and has been modified and 
new modules added, the old "Colorado & 
Pacific having been dismantled. ”Haltwhistle” 
has been set up in all its full glory with room 
to move around, operate and view and the 
trackwork has been modified for better 
running. “Chislehurst”, donated by Richard 
Smart, became ”Ebford Regis” and is now 
being rebuilt into a larger layout with a 
tramway and a narrow gauge line added. 

We have acquired a TV, a video amd 
and shelves full of videotapes for the benefit 
of all. The Library stock has all but doubled 
and is bursting at the seams. The Store- 
room seems to have the same problem, 
even though we have bought new shelving 
and the gardens are growing at the same 
rate but not yet running out of space. We 
have a well equipped workbench, lathe, air 
brushing equipment, etc., all by courtesy of 
the Lotteries Commission. Our younger 
members are embarking on building their 
first layout at the Clubrooms which we 
hope will encourage more younger mem- 
bers to join in and help. We will have held 
our first Convention by the time this is 

ublished and we will probably be planning 
for the next one. 

As you can see many things have hap- 

ned, and are happening, at A.M.R.A., 

.A.and the work of the Management 
Committee has increased so much that two 
Duty Officers are needed on Saturdays and 
the Saturday meetings now start at 1.30 
pm. It is good to see other members being 
co-opted or volunteering to take some of 
the responsibilities previously handled by 
members of the Committee and no reason- 
able offer is likely to be refused. Perhaps 
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we will have to start all the evening meet- 
ings at the earlier time of 7.30 pm, as some 
meetings last well into the night. 

Our Clubrooms are now filling up with 
people, layouts, i ment, etc. and will 
Shortly be too small for all our activities. 
Who would have thought three years ago 
that we would be drawing up plans again 
and seeking approval to increase the size of 
our building by as much as 200 sq. metres 
(an increase of 70% on our existing 280 sq. 
metres)? Who can remember how we got 
by with the rooms at Meltham station‘ 

This article has not been written as a 
history of the Moojebing Street Clubrooms 
but more to show members what has been 
achieved in the past three years and to 
point a little way into the future. We must 
not let our growth and past achievements 
to cloud the future issues, which must see 
us continue to grow whilst maintaining a 
close relationship between all members. 
We must continue to foster. throughout 
W.A., the Art and the Science of Railway 
Modelling of all prototypes and show our 
commitment to all modellers. 

The Management Committee tries to 
provide something for everyone but they 
do need input from members - writing does 
help! There is no guarantee that they can 
do everything suggested but, as you can 
see, the achievements so far made would 
not have happened if some members 


had not has ideas....... and vision. 
Barry Keens 
Vice President 


Around the Layouts 


”Haltwhistle” enjoyed a return to its 
former exhibition status on 1st November 
when it was admired by those attending the 
ModelRail 92 Convention. Although the 
number of admirers was a lot less than at 
exhibitions in the past, it did create a lot of 
interest...... and the fact that it did not 
have to be physically moved meant that the 
gremlins weren't overly disturbed! 

Some of the Branch stock used on the 
”Haltwhistle” layout has suffered breakage 
and damage recently and those using 
“Haltwhistle” on General Club Activities 
days and evenings are urged to show some 

ater care. In particular, an Airfix ”Royal 
Scot” has had to be withdrawn from service 
for very major repairs. As we don’t have a 
model of Dai Wosdham’s scrap yard at 
Barry (and don’t intend one!), please handle 
all stock with care. DON’T lay locomotives 
on their sides in the Fiddle Yard and ct 
handle locomotives using two hands with- 
out grabbing them by the motion gear. 

"Ebford Regis” is due for show at the 
1993 Model Railway Exhibition next June, 
so if you would like to help, see "the 
Gaffer”, Dennis Ling Something that could 
help just as much is not to distract those 
who are working to this deadline. It is nice 
to be friendly and chat and the 'O’ Scalers 
are too polite to say ”Well, I really want to 
get this finished”. so please be awage that 
time is limited. 

The ”West-N-Trak” ’N’ scale layout was 
uprooted and spent a day in the Light Car 
Club of W.A. next door during the-Mod- 
elRail "92 Convention. It’s back now..... 
before most members had known that it 
had gone! It has shrunk in size a little to 
allow the Student Member modellers some 
space to work on their project. The layout 
is operational, although there are a few 
spots where the gremlins seem 


to lurk. Over the next few N Scale 
Special Interest Group Meetings (now held 
on the first and the third Friday evenings 
of the month, but check the Programme for 
confirmation), these will hopefully be rec- 
tified. 

Although the Student Member Mod- 
ellers Group have not yet finalised the 
exact design of the layout that se will be 
building for possible future display at a 
model railway exhibition, they are anxious 
to start on the layout construction and the 
Management Committee has approved 
expenditure of up to $300 on timber and 
appropriate tools to enable them to start 
building suitably sized ’L-Girders’ on which 
the agreed design layout will be built. This 
project is being executed by the Student 
Members themselves, with only sufficient 
guidance and advice from Senior Members 
to ensure that they don’t go off on any false 
trails. Any uncommitted Student Members 
or Family Members who are still at school 
who would like to join in on this project 
should see me, or if I’m not present, Barry 
Keens, or any member of the Management 
Committee - we'll introduce you to the 


others. 
Ian Wood 
Layouts Co-ordinator 


Modelrail ’92 Convention 
Report 


Sunday, lst November dawned bright 
and clear and just after 8.30 am the first of 
the forty five participants in the ModelRail 
"92 Convention arrived at the Clubrooms, 
bright eyed, bushy tailed and eager to learn 
as much as they could about railway 
modelling. Each of the participants was 
able to attend eight presentations, four of 
which were given in the Layouts Room 
(from which the ”West-N-Trak” °N’ scale 
a had been moved to make space). 
he other four presentations were given in 
the — clubrooms of me Light Car 
Club of W.A., in whose main meeting roan 
the ”West-N-Trak” layout and Graham 
Watson’s Sn3 1/2 ”Serpentine” layout had 
been erected to inspire the participants at 
coffee breaks and during the luncheon 
break. 

Using the two venues kept the size of 
each group attending the presentations 
down to 22 or 23, thus minimising the 
possibility of participants not being able to 
see or hear clearly. Well, almost clearly... 
because I had not realised that the chubrooms 
of The Light Car Club of W.A. had such 
large ventilators in its southern wall and 
that the angry hornet’ sound of the radio 
controlled cars on the race track next door 
would come flooding in through the venti- 
lators and drown out much of what was 
being said by the speakers in the Light Car 
Club of W.A. building. 

Anyway, each speaker gave his presen- 
tation twice and most of them said that 
their second performance was better than 
the first. 

The speakers and their topics were:- 
Dennis Ling ”Turning the Train Set into a 
Model Railway” 

Ian Wood Modelling Trees” - involv- 
ing the audience as weil. 

Trevor Kerr ”Baseboards” 

John Miller ”Scenery” - using expanded 
polystyrene. 
Stuart Mackay "Working with Styrene 
(Sheet)” 
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Alan Porter ”Maintenance” 

Simon Mead ’Track Laying and Basic 
Wiring” 

Ted Thoday ”Kit Building” 

Videos on modelling subjects were 
showing in both venues during the coffee 
breaks and during the luncheon interval 
and trains were running on the Branch’s 
00’ scale ”Haltwhistle” layout, on ”Ser- 
pentine” and on the ”’West-N-Trak” ’N’ 
scale layout. Richard Smart was busy at 
work on a section of his ’O’ scale layout 
during these breaks too and his work 
attracted a lot of interest from the partici- 
pants. Gus Durham took charge of the 
Registration of the parnerens upon arri- 
val and issuing them with their pack of 
‘goodies’, as well as, later in the day, 
coming into each presentation with a large 
"Five Minutes” sign intended for the pre- 
senters to wind up. Some unfortunately got 
wound up and tried to shoot the messenger 
by telling him to "Go Away”! 

A hearty luncheon, consisting of barbe- 
cued hamburger steaks, fried onions, sal- 
ads, coleslaw, etc., prepared by Pat Alex- 
ander, Garry Pilmoor and Jim Hidden 
satisfied the tummy rumbles. 

The day was very successful and I am 
sure that all those attending enjoyed them- 
selves thoroughly and learned a lot about 
the hobby of railway modelling. 

All of the presenters prepared some 
notes about their subject and these notes 
were contained in the pack of ’goodies’ that 
each participant in the Convention re- 
ceived. There have been a number of 
enquiries since the Convention from members 
who were not able to attend as to whether 
these notes can be made available to them. 
The answer is ”Yes, they can”. There are 
35 pages altogether, ranging from a single 
sheet of headings from one presenter through 
to 12 pages from another (out whose pres- 
entation was seriously effected by the radio 
controlled ears noise and thus the partici- 
pants could at least read about his topic, 
ht if they had difficulty in hearing about 
it!). 

Complete sets of these notes can be 
made available to those who did not attend 
for $3.00. It will not be possible to purchase 
the notes of only one or some of the 
presenters. These are available now. 

In addition, Alan Porter and Jim Hid- 
den set up their video cameras to record the 

roceedings of the entire Convention and 
it is intended to produce an individual VHS 
tape of each 45 minutes presentation for 
inclusion in the Library stock of videos. 
There are some problems with the original 
recordings (‘angry hornet’ noise overpow- 
cog eg least two of the four presentations 
in The Light Car Club of W.A., camera 
microphone not switched on for the first 
three minutes of one presentation) and it 
will take a few weeks to sort these out. 
However, when these problems have been 
resolved, it will be possible to make VHS 
copies available to members who might 
want their own videotaped record of the 
Convention. 

One presentation will require an E-60 
VHS tape, two presentations will require 
an E-120 VHS tape and three or four 
presentations will require an E-180 VHS 
tape. Five, six, seven or eight presentations 
will require an E-180 VHS tape plus an- 
other of appropriate size, as set out above. 

The cost of these copies will be $2.00 per 
presentation on your own blank VHS tape 
or $2.00 plus the cost of a blank VHS pe 
if A.M.R.A. has to supply it. A copy of the 


presenter’s notes will be included with each 
video record of that presentation. 

My thanks go to all who helped make 
the ModelRail 92 Convention so success- 
ful. To the topic presenters, the operators 
of the layouts on show, the food preparers, 
to Richard Smart for his practical demo and 
to Gus Durham for greeting participants 
for Registration, for keeping the presenta- 
tions more or less on time (even though he 
‘got shot’ a few times!) and also for bein 
one of those who suggested the origina 
idea of holding a Convention. 


lan Wood 
ModelRail °92 Convention Co-ordi- 
nator 


1992 Railway Modelling 


Competition 

Well, it’s all over for another year and, 
as usual, a high standard of modelling was 
evident. Even though it was a railway 
modelling competition, once again there 
was a D UBLE DECKER BUS entered 
but then again in Railway Modelling, anything 
goes!! However as it was not a "Locomo- 
tive” nor an item of ’Rolling Stock” nor a 
"Diorama”, it was agreed by the judges 
that it could be accommodated in the ”Kit 
Built Structures” section of the Competi- 
tion! 

1 would like to thank the 14 modellers 
who took the time and effort to enter the 
Competition and offer my congratulations 
to those who won their sections, who 
received "Highly Commended Certificates’ 
and especially to those who won the ’overall’ 
trophies. | also offer my commiserations to 
those who did not win nor were Highly 
Commended but do keep trying anyway. 

My thanks also to the four judges, Tony 
Gray, Simon Mead, Alan Porter and Andrew 
Wells, who spent nearly four hours locked 
_ in the Library room, not being let out 
until they had come up with the ‘right 
answers’: 

There was a time in the week before the 
Competition when | thought that I might 
have to call the whole thing off for lack of 
entries but in the end we finished up with 
36 models,which were classified into seven 
of the nine intended sections of the Com- 
petition. Due to lack of entries, there were 
no sections judged for ’Kit Built Rollin 
Stock, with or without modifications” an 
for "Modified Ready-to-Run Proprietary 
Rolling Stock”. Maybe, some of the many 
members who did not enter this year may 
consider trying their hand in these sections 
next year. 

Talking about next year, | have heard 
that the judges will all be issued with a 3X 
headband magnifier, a spotlight and a 
revolving cakestand to enable them to take 
a closer look at the models, so I warn you 
now to pay attention to detail and proto- 
type obedience next year! 

The various winners were:- 

THE OSSIE GULLY CUP was won b 
Alan Parrott with his scratchbuilt LSWR 0 
tank loco in Isle of Wight form. 

The Best Model, over all categories, of 
a Western Aust type was won by Derek 
Pitkin with his ’S’ scale model of aWAGR 
’M’ Class coal box wagon. 

The Best Scratch-built Locomotive was 
Alan Parrott’s ’0’ scale model of a LSWR 
bal Class 0-4-4T tank loco in Isle of Wight 
orm. 


A ’Highly Commended’ Certificate was 
awarded in this Section to Murray Hartzer 
for his ’S’ scale, brass model of a WAGR 
"V’ Class 2-8-2 steam locomotive. This was 
Murray’s first venture into scratch building 
and, as befits a big fellow, he tackled a big 
loco first up! Another "Highly Commended’ 
Certificate was awarded in this section to 
lan Denton for his clever use of various bits 
and pieces from his scrap box to make up 
a very good ’HO’ scale model of the unique 
SECWA No.| Electric Locomotive once 
used at the East Perth Power Station. Ian 
entered another four models in this Section 
and four others in two other Sections of the 
Competition - they all showed what a 
fertile mind Ian has for adapting bits and 
pieces in his modelling - and how big his 
scrap box must be! 

The Best Kit-built Locomotive, with or 
without modifications was the LNER ’P2’ 
Class 2-8-2 with the superbly executed 
lining around the streamlined front. en- 
tered by Andrew Morling. 

The Best Modified Ready-to-Run, 
Proprietary Locomotive was the pair of ’N’ 
scale Pennsylvania Railroad Alco BF15 
‘Sharks’ - some of the modifications on 
these were so tiny that one judge had to 
change his magnifier from a 3X lens to a 
10X lens! 

A Highly Commended’ Certificate was 
awarded in this Section to Stuart Mackay 
for his intelligent use of a ‘OO’ scale 
Mainline BR 03 diesel shunter as a starting 

oint to make an ’S’ scale model of a 

AGR ’Z’ Class diesel shunter. 

The Best Scratch-built Rolling Stock 
was Derek Pitkin’s ’S’ scale model of a 
WAGR ’M’ Class coal box wagon. Derek, 
as one of the more recently converted Sn3 
1/2 modellers, also had four other superbly 
made wagons in this Section. 

The Best Scratch-built Structure was the 
‘OQ’ scale model of the GWR locomotive 
ss at Box in Wiltshire entered by Roger 

Olly. 

A ’Highly Commended’ Certificate was 
awarded in this Section to Brian Hodges 
for his inspirational ’HO’ scale model of a 
fire ravaged small hut - superb effect gained 
by the use of real fire! 

- The Best Kit-built Structure, with or 
without modifications was the real wood 
’O’ scale model of a Denver & Rio Grande 
Western wooden water tower entered by 
Harry Rossiter. 

The Best Diorama was the exquisite ’N’ 
scale depiction of a deep valley with its 
river spanned by two railroad bridges of 
different types, which was entered by John 
Miller. Supa Dupa’ modelling of water on 
this diorama. 

Once again, my congratulations to all 
aforementioned and my sincere thanks to 
those who I prevailed upon to do judging, 
a task I do not envy. 

Jim Hidden 

1992 Railway Modelling Competi- 

tion Co-ordinator 


Programme 
February 
Monday ist ”Live Steamers” - Part Two 
Note 1 
FridaySth ’N’ Scale Special Interest 


Group Mtg. Note 2 
Saturday 6th General Club Activities Note 
3 


Monday 8th Sn3 1/2 Special Interest Group 
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Meeting Note 4 
Wednesday 10th Auction Note 5 


Programme Notes 


All meetings will be held in the Branch’s 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswa- 
ter, right opposite Paddington Street. 
Moojebing Street runs off Guildford Road 
towards the Swan River about 50 metres 
east of the traffic signals which are opposite 
the Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows 
unless otherwise noted:- 

Mondays and Wednesdays: 8.00pm _Fri- 
days: 7.30am Saturdays: 1.30pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the meeting will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier than 
the times specified above. 

Visitors are always welcome - just come 
on in and introduce yourself to the Duty 
Officer (ask someone who he is). He will 
make you feel really ’at home’ by showing 
you around the Clubrooms (which we believe 
are the best of any model railway club in 
Western Australia and possibly even any- 
where else in Australia) and by introducing 
you to some of the members present. 

The fees payable by members at each 
meeting cover some of the general operat- 
ing expenses of the Branch’s Clubrooms 
and entitle members to hot refreshment 
(tea, coffee, Milo) and biscuit. 

No fee is payable by visitors, unless they 
keep coming along week after week after 
week.....without ever joining up! 

Cordial and cold water are available at 
no cost from the refrigerator but the cans 
of Coke, Fanta, Diet Coke, Sprite, Seven 
Up and so on will cost you a small amount. 

Note i Jim Gregg ran out of time on 12th 
August last when he gave a talk on ”Live 
Steamers”, so here’s Part Two. Even if you 
missed Part One, Jim’s talk on this occasion 
will still ’make sense’ and may encourage 


scales, getting out into the garden...... and 
— making an appointment with your 
ank manager! 

Note 2 The ’N’ scale Special Interest 
Group meetings are designed to allow 
active modellers in ’N’ scale to enjoy some 
running on the Branch’s ”’West-N-Trak” 
layout, as well as putting some finishing 
touches to it and to planning the construc- 
tion of more modules to enhance the size 
and the interest of this layout. However, 
you don’t have to be a modeller in ’N’ scale 
to come along to these meetings - you just 
need good eyesight! 

Note 3 At General Club Activities 
meetings you may use the Clubrooms more 
or less as you wish - you can run your own 
trains (or use some of the Branch’s equip- 
ment) on the 16.5mm gauge ”Haltwhistle” 
layout WITH CARE, you can do similarly 
on the 9mm gauge ”West-N-Trak” layout 
WITH EVEN GREATER CARE, you can 
try the Shunting Puzzle on the "Ossie 
Gully” layout, you can assist with the 
development of the ’O’ scale ”Ebford Regis” 
layout, you can browse through the masses 
of reading matter in the Branch’s Library, 

ou can put a video in the VCR (and sit 
back and enjoy the ’show’), you can use the 
Branch’s “work station” (except that you 
are required to have appropriate accredita- 
tion for the air-brushing and the lathe 
facilities) or, if all these activities are a bit 
too arduous, you can just sit and chat away 
to like minded enthusiasts. 
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Note 4 At these ‘workshop’ sessions, 
you can try your hand at building a model 
of a WAGR 3’6” gauge railway vehicle in 
’S’ scale - you can start, under the direction 
of mentors, on a fairly simple project, such 
as a GC 4-wheel open wagon, and graduate 
when you’re more confident into more 
complex goods and passenger rolling stock 
and steam & diesel locomotives. Examples 
of the models produced in these sessions 
were the ’M’ Class Coalbox Wagon, the 
GB’ a ass 4-wheel Open Wagons and the 
‘D’ Class 4-wheel Vans entered by Derek 
Pitkin and the ADT Class Governor’ Diesel 
Railcar Trailer entered by Stuart Mackay 
in the "Scratch Built Rolling Stock” sec- 
tion, the ’V’ Class 2-8-2 Locomotive en- 
tered by Murray Hartzer in the Scratch 
Built Locomotives” section and the °Z’ 
Class Diesel Shunter entered by Stuart 
Mackay in the "Modified Ready-To-Run, 
Proprietary Locomotives” section of the 
recent Railway Modelling Competition. 
Great to see such a great variety of WAGR 
vehicles produced as a consequence of 
these workshop sessions. 

There will be modellers present at all 
stages of skill and with their models at all 
Stages of construction. so you will not be 
‘out of place’ whatever your skill level. 
There’s a great group of Sn3 1/2 modellers 
there to inspire, guide, cajole or otherwise 
encourage you to get into and to excel in 
this most desirable aspect of railway modelling 
- doing your local scene! 

Note 5 Early notice about our next 
Auction. It might seam that we’ve only just 
had an Auction (yes, it was on 21st Novem- 
ber) but we aim to run at least three 
auctions annually, as they are popular with 
the Branch members as a means of dispos- 
ing of unwanted model railway gear and 
they seem to be popular with a number of 
fairly regular non-member attendees as a 
source of good quality model railway gear 
at ’the right price’. 

Only A.M.R.A. members may submit 
items for sale at this Auction but non 
members will be welcome, as potential 
buyers. 

The main rules of the, Auction are 
rinted on the reverse side of the Auction 
orm, which will be available at the 

Clubrooms as from Wednesday 27th Janu- 
ary. Intending vendors should obtain an 
Auction Form and complete: it before they 
come on Auction night. 

Following the last Auction, the Branch 
Management Committee has laid down 
three new Rules for the conduct of Branch 
auctions. These are:- 

(a) There will be a charge made on lots 
which, despite the best endeavours of the 
Branch auctioneers, are not sold during the 
Auction and remain unsold following the 
’wheeling and dealing’ after the Auction. 
This charge will be ONE PER CENT of the 
reserve price/s set by the vendor of the 
unsold item/s. 

(b) Although it is preferred to receive 
full payment from buyers ‘at the fall of the 
hammer’ (and so enable them to take 
delivery of lots knocked down to them), it 
is recognised that sometimes buyers have 
brought insufficient cash to cover their 
purchases or have forgotten to bring their 
cheque books. To assist in these circum- 
stances, the Branch is prepared to accept 
a deposit of NOT LESS THAN 10% of the 
amount owed to the Branch. The remain- 
ing amount must then be paid 

(i) by the following Saturday, in the case 
of a Saturday Auction 


_ (ii) by the Saturday in the week follow- 
ing a Monday or a Wednesday Auction. 

The deposit will be forfeited if the 
remaining payment is not made within the 
required time and the lot/s concerned will 
become the property of the Branch. 

(c) The Branch is obligated morally 
(and possibly legally) to do its best for the 
vendors and the Auction Co-ordinator will 
have the power to warn persons who are 
seen by him to be causing unnecessary 
distraction to the Auctioneers and the 
bidders. The Auction Co-ordinator will 
have the power to suspend the Auction if 
there are further instances of similar unnec- 
essary distraction. 

On a similar vein, it will be a require- 
ment that children below the age of Stu- 
dent or Family membership of the Associa- 
tion MUST be under firm and complete 
control of their parents during the conduct 
of an Auction. 


Fly on the Wall 


at the Management Committee 
Meetings 

"Fly” has been hibernating since the 
June meeting of the Management Commit- 
tee but he has now emerged and produced 
some notes of what he heard at the July, 
August, September and October meetings 
of the Management Committee. 

JULY: Approval given for purchase of 
a small vacuum cleaner for use on and 
around the layouts. Amendments to the 
Branch’s Constitution agreed at the 1992 
A.G.M. formally registered with the Office 
of State Corporate Affairs. Recommenda- 
tions made for all concerned to make a 
concerted effort to keep the work station 
and surrounds neat and tidy. Pat Alexan- 
der agreed to co-ordinate the 1993 raffle. 
Approval given for purchase of a replace- 
ment refrigerator. Approval given for outlay 
of $350 on further U.S. steam and diesel 
mageaees. Proposed expenditure of $400 
on ”Ebford Regis” for the July-September 
quarter approved. 

AUGUST: Initial overtures to be made 
to relevant authorities with regard to future 
extensions to Branch Clubrooms. Trials to 
be made with smaller print sizes in "THE 
BRANCHLINE” with a view to reducing 
the number of pages, made vavonare Met 
termination in 1993 of its Registered Pub- 
lication status and the plan to try to post it 
after that as a "Standard Postal Article’ at 
45. Summary given of entries received to 
date for the 1992 Railway Modelling 
Competition. Purchase of the video ”Model 
Railways in Australia” approved. John 
Martin agreed to co-ordinate the juceing of 
the exhibits at the 1993 Model Railway 
Exhibition. 

SEPTEMBER: An experienced Branch 
member to be sought out to complete the 
K’s kit of an LMS ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0 donated 
by Arthur Prescott. Approval given for 
initial allocation of $300 to the Student 
Members’ Layout project, initial purchase 
of baseboard materials and relevant mate- 
rials for L girder’ construction to be made 
as soon as possible. Approval given for the 
installation of an instantaneous hot water 
heater and for modifications to tap above 
sink. Resolved that future Saturday meet- 
ings commence at 1.30 pm, with the 
Clubrooms being opened (if possible) no 
later than 1.15 pm (Consideration of earlier 
start for Monday and Wednesday meetings 
deferred). A timely reminder that the Branch 


semester EC 
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reaches its 21st anniversary of lst May 1993 
and for serious thought to be given to 
possible celebrations. Agreed to fumigate 
the Layout Room at periodic intervals. 
OCTOBER: —— by a promotions 
company for the Branch to organise a "rail 
extravaganza’ to coincide with the official 
opening of the Northern Suburbs Railway 
on Sunday 20th December were declined as 
being inappropriate and beyond the Branch 
capabilities at this time. Still no word from 
the Royal Agricultural Society regarding 
the hiring rates and conditions for the 
Silver Jubilee Pavilion for the 1993 Model 
Railway exhibition. Federal Secretary advised 
of Branch’s nomination for a Meritorious 
Award for 1993. General dissatisfaction 
expressed at the declining standard of 
"JOURNAL”. Expenditure of $630 ap- 
roved for ”Ebford Regis” for the Octo- 
t-December quarter. 


Have You Seen? 
In the Model Railway Press 


"MODEL RAILWAYS?’ September 
Conclusion of the construction review 
of the Planit kit for the NSR 2-4-OT. 
‘Prototype Matters’ looks at four wagons 
for modellers. Salon’ has photographs of a 
superb model of MR locomotive No.1757 
"Beatrice”. "Goods Arrival’ looks at the 
1992 Hornby releases and a new baseboard 
material. ”Rodrail” in 3mm scale is the 
subject of "Layout Focus’- there’s some 
interesting electrics described in this ar- 
ticle. Peter Cenny constructs a new signal 
box for ”Buckingham Central”. A further 
report on ”Wallsea Works” and its locomo- 
tive stud. ’Fourmilling Around’ covers three 
pages, the major items are the South Eastern 
inecast kit for the LNER K3 2-6-0: Alex- 
ander Models kit for the LNER K4 2-6-0: 
Langley Lorries latest additions: Parkside 
Dundas 009 kit for the Ffestiniog 0-4-2T; 
Branchlines chassis kits. "Treyarnon”, a 
«4mm scale EM layout described. Gauge ’O’ 
Guild ”Guildex 92” previewed. Construc- 
tion review of the Vulcan 7mm scale kit for 

a GWR 57xx Class 0-6-OPT. 


"MODEL RAILWAYS’ October: 

A new look with this issue (somewhat 
similar to several of the newer railway and 
model magazines; your reviewer is not 
overly impressed - many pages have wide 
margins with three columns of text, giving 
the impression of a very poor use of page 

TA new regular feature is a pull-out 
titled "Model Railways Mart Shopper”: it 
contains most of the trade advertising which 
would normally appear on the editorial 
pages. 

"News’ covers news from the Trade 
including new releases of particular note: 
an operating coaling plant and news of 
Bachmann’s poragigstsg. 355 into British 
outline ’N’ scale. The 'N’ Gauge Society 
and recent and forthcoming releases in that 
scale. The Graham Farish ’N’ scale Class 
158 reviewed. Birmingham New Street and 
city centre, plus a replica of the BR. control 

stem in one modeller’s back yard. An 
; niga: | Shop’ article looks at making a 
start with ’that’ kit. "Paint Shop’ presents 
Karen Grantham with the first of a series 
on weathering, painting and detailing locos 
and rolling stock. Basic soldering described. 
Improving the running and haulage capac- 
ity of your locomotives. A shunting puzzle. 
Part Five of the history of Hornby Dublo 
looks at the wagons. Happisburgh station 


buildings constructed in 7mm scale by 
members of the MRC for their new layout. 
Making model railway working more inter- 
esting. 

*RAILWAY MODELLER’ 


October: 

”Wallsea Main”, an ’O’ scale layout (on 
a grand scale) in a 34’ x 12’ garage based 
loosely on March in Cambridgeshire. 
Modelling modern BR scrap metal wagons. 
Lopeeving the Lima 'O’ scale model of the 
BR 16 ton steel mineral wagon. Ashover 
(Butts) - there really was such a place - in 
a neat OO-9 exhibition model on a 7’ x 3’ 
board. The track laying, ballasting and 
electrics of "Nether Stowey”, a superb ’N’ 
scale layout that was ‘Railway of the Month’ 
in the — issue. Brief article on 
"Sonning Halt”, a neat GWR branch line 
terminus station with superb scratchbuilt 
buildings using a Perspex shell. Holmfirth”, 
a 7mm scale layout based on the LYR 
station in W. Yorkshire, built on steel 
framed baseboards (10 in number, each 4’ 
x 2’) and very a modelled. Construc- 
tion review of the DJH 4mm scale kit for 
the WD ’Austerity’ 2-8-0 with drawings. 
Prototype information, drawings and pho- 
tographs of the BR Class 33 Bo-Bo diesel 
locomotive. Scratch-building an ’overhang- 
ing’ signal box based on the GWR proto- 
ere at Newport East, with a drawing of 
this tucked in against a retaining wall - 
great if you’re space starved. 
"Inverawe II” (see "RM” 
with backscenes using layers of commer- 
cially available colour pictures from calen- 
dars, magazines, etc. to create illusion of 
distance, the modification of various ready- 
to-run locos to Caledonian and Highland 
Railway look alikes. Description of the 
building of an ’N’ scale layout, ”Rhos- 
teigne”, with a West Coast Main Line 
flavour - lots of good advice here on 
electrics, ballasting, track colouring, size of 
baseboards, etc. which is appropriate to 
other scales. Construction of remotel 
controlled level crossing gates by a hig 
school student as curriculum project. 


"MODEL RAILWAY JOURNAL’ 


No.57: 

"No.1 Shop’ looks at buying and making 
small drills. Construction review of the 
D&S 4mm scale kit for the ex-GER push 
& pull set. Using scumble (well Alan, I'll 
show my ignorance... what on earth is 
scumble?... Managing Editor) to produce 
model teak coaches. ’Benfieldside’,a 4mm 
scale EM gauge model - photographs of the 
extensions. 7mm scale building construc- 
tion described in words and pictures. Etching 
at Home’ is Part One of the first of two 
major studies into chemical methods of 
metal shaping. Constructing a Cambrian 
Railways brake van in 4mm scale. A novel 
track defect detector (every layout should 
have one of these, probably takes less than 
half an hour to make, but can save many 
hours of frustrating derailments, etc). 
Cambrian style trestle bridges in words, 
pane and pictures. Mineral wagon variety, 

art Four - livery, branding and weather- 
ing: "Small Suppliers Forum’ looks at a 
range of wood planks and sections in 
various timbers and sizes and available 
from Perfect Miniatures; Hurst Models 
brass overlays to convert Lima BR Mk.II 
coaches to RFM buffets; a number of items 
from Branchlines including a motorising kit 
for the Dapol Drewry shunter plastic kit, a 
chassis kit for the Bachmann LNER V2, 


ore On. 


news of their next LSWR locomotive kit; 
Backwood Miniatures kit for the County 
Donegal railcar 7/8; MJT LNER carriage 
roof extrusions. 
*SCALE MODEL TRAINS’ June: 
Design for a 28’ span open girder skew 
bridge. Detailing the Mainline & Bach- 
mann models of the LNER J720-6-OT. A 
compact ’O’ scale layout featuring a rail 
vehicle ferry and drs | up to no more 
than 28” long. Scratch-building a diesel 
fuelling point. "Loco Focus’ article has six 
— of the LNER J72 0-6-OT. 
ore on the railways around Nurnberg and 
— one particular site for a small size 
model railway. Map of the Birmingham 
"Belt Line’ of the LNWR, with useful map 
showing the locations of gocds depots, etc. 
and suggests some that could be a good 
basis for a model. 
*SCALE MODEL TRAINS’ July: 
The story of the Bing Table top Rail- 
way, introduced in 1922 by W.J. Bassett- 
Lowke as ’the new "Double O” gauge 
railway scheme’. Modifying some ‘Golden 
Oldies’ Dapol/Airfix railway vehicles kits. 
A simple sleeper depot to fill an odd corner 
of the layout. Trying to get some improve- 
ment in the performance and the appear- 
ance of tension lock couplers. Another 
layout inspired by the prototype at Nurnberg, 
an 'N’ scale effort in a space of 67” x 12” 
and including a lot of shunting potential. 
Making up a Highfield ’O’ scale kit of NER 
brake van and strengthening it with styrene 
sheet. Part Four of the series on the 
development of small scale model railways 
("HO’ and ’00’) looks at what offerings 
were available from the U.S. and from 
Europe in the post war years and how 
several tried to get British HO’ under way, 
without great success. 


*>AUSTRALIAN MODEL 


RAILWAY MAG’ August: 
Experiences with a Fleischmann FMZ 
Digital Multi-train Command Control 
System. Drawings, photograph and how- 
to-make-it instructions for a typical Austra- 
lian country town small store. Problems 
with electrolytic corrosion effects on brass 
locomotives stored in show cases. Use of 
horses on Australian railways in construc- 
tion (e.g. "Wonkey’ scoops) and when 
working heavy drays with multiple horses. 
Use of Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) in 
model railways. Making a General Ar- 
rangement Drawing prior to starting con- 
struction of a scratchbuilt brass loco and 
making jigs for drilling holes at fixed dis- 
tances and for the distance between a face 
and a hole. Extensive article with colour 
and B/W —_ raphs and tabulated data 
on the VR N Class Passenger Cars. Part 
Two of the article on the "MHG’ Goods 
Brake Vans of the NSWR with extensive 
photo treatment (colour and B&W) and 
masses of data. 
"AUSTRALIAN MODEL 


RAILWAY MAG’ October: 
Improving the performance of a "Model 
Dockyard” brass model of an AD60 Class 
Garratt of NSWR. Definitive article on the 
GE and the GER four-wheel, 10 ton, 
medium sided open wagons of the WAGR: 
by Graham Watson, with three drawings, 
photogr hs, textual detail (incl. number- 
ing) sodalling ts. Part three of the 
article on scratch-building a brass locomo- 
tive, in this case a NSWR C36 but methods 
described are applicable to all such projects 
- this part covers chassis, cylinder and 
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motion aspects. A device to stop your X- 
acto craft knife from rolling off the work 
bench. ‘Fine tuning’ the running quality 
through your Peco turnouts by re ucing 
the aes. tat Be Visit to "Moss Vale”, 
a very large "HO’ scale model based on the 
real Moss Vale and the Calwalla branch. 
The Freight Rail Blue scheme of the NSW 
SRA shown in 27 colour photographs of 
diesel and electric locomotives. Roa Cun- 
ningham looks at Command Control in his 
’Branchline Ramblings”. Fitting pick-ups 
to non-driving wheels on steam locomo- 
tives. 


"MODEL RAILROADER’ 


September: 

Some data in””MR Product Reviews” on 
the hauling ability of a Kato ’HO’ scale 
EMD GP35 Road Diesel which compares 
well with the typical results from our ”Dy- 
namometer Mk.II” (slipping at 12V, 330mA 
and pulling 3.25 oz-= about 1OO gr. and 
equivalent to hauling 45 free-rolling cars on 
straight and level track). Editorial gives 
some ahh info. on medelling eras 
and their popularity, 51% favouring the 
1936-1960 time frame when steam gave way 
to diesel (not unlike most of the modellers 
I know, who ‘look back over their shoul- 
ders some 30-40 years to the same times). 
Visit to the ’O” scale "Central Tennessee 
Railway” in the Nashville Toy Museum and 
anne modified Lionel 3-rail gear but beau- 
tifully scenicked. Detailing the Stewart 
"HO’ scale model of the NYC F7 (with 
differing pilots) but without complete 
repainting. Remodelling three Design 
Preservation Models building kits with 
different frontages and fitting them onto 
rising ground (same techniques could be 
used with other plastic building kits). A 
visit to the HO’ scale "Granger, Denrock 
& Southern RR” (inspired by John Allen’s 
"Gore & Daphetid”) which with its HOn3 
”Durango, Gorre & Silverton, fills a 30’ x 
25’ space and is soon to be ’retired’ in order 
to make space for anew On3 layout! - great 
colour photographs enhance the descrip- 
tive text. ane an ’N’ scale "Business 
Car’ from a Model Power (Lima) ready-to- 
run heavyweight observation car (In the 
30s it was common practice to bring your 
‘business car’ when you visited another 
modeller’s layout and this was tacked on 
behind the host’s crack passenger train). 
Using the camera to produce correct ‘scale’ 
size photographs of prototype railway subjects 
and so side step the need to make scale 
drawings eee to modelling. Layout de- 
signed to fit (just!) into a Il’ x Il’ bedroom 
- nice operational design but there’s not 
much space left for the bed!!). Camouflag- 
ing Kadee Magne-Electric uncoupling ramps. 
Realistic (& working) multiple unit electri- 
cal connections between diesel locomo- 
tives. How to detail and paint the Athearn 
Alco PA-i in the colourful McGinnis’ red, 
black and white livery of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford. The colour of 
"Russian Iron’ (used for boiler cladding) 
and reproducing it from the Floquil range. 


*>CONTINENTAL MODELLER’ 


August: 

*Boding OBB”, an "HOe’ scale layout 
based on the 760mm gauge electrified line 
fran St. Polten to Mariazell in Austria in a 
13’ x 6’ space. How to apply decals, avoid- 
ing the pitfalls and, if needed, how to 
rejuvenate decal sheets which have gone 
brittle in storage. Modelling the EMD FT, 
F3, F7 and F9 units of the Santa Fe. A look 
at GT Morelli, an Italian specialist manu- 


AMR 4ournal No 212 


facturer. Remotoring a Piko tender drive 
with a Mashima 10/24 motor and flywheel! 
- the method may be used on other tender 
drive units. Layout suggestion based on 
Grimstorp, a small station south of Nassjo 
on the main StockhoLm to Malmo line in 
Sweden, with drawings of station buildings 
and details of Swedish colour light signal- 
ling. Drawings of the CSa95/32. 4-wheel 
coaches used on the “Windberg (Windy 
Mountain) Railway” in Saxony and mod- 
elled by Piko. Modelling "Le Vivarais’. a 
surviving steam railway operation south of 
Lyon in France. Drawings, photographs 
and details of the ’421’ Class GM/EMD 
diesels of the NSWR, with their F7 style 
cab at one end anda full cab at t’other, and 
reviews of the 'HO’ scale kits available 
from Far North Hobbies and from Lloyd's 
Model Railways. "News Special’ looks at 
the AR Kit Co ’HO’ scale model of the 
NSWR PRX/PRY bogie cement hopper 
wagon and (at the opposite end of moder- 
nity!), the Backwoods Miniatures model of 
an eae Co. Donegal railcar in 4mm 
scale. 


*CONTINENTAL MODELLER’ 


September: 

Five Dutch modellers get together to 
make up an excellent "HO’ scale, 11.8 m. 
long, exhibition layout, made up of five 
modules, each individually owned and with 
a lot of care and attention to continuity 
across module divisions, installation of a 
background with concealed joint, as well as 
a number of other hints of value to exhibi- 
tion layout builders. Modelling the re- 
stored Queensland Railways Al0 0-4-2 
locomotive by Steve Malone of the Qld. 
Branch of A.M.R.A.. Article from the 
Illawarra N Gauge Club on designing an 
exhibition layout designed to fit into a 
modified box trailer owned by the Club and 
built for lightness using plywood exten- 
sively and hinged, sheet metal backscenes. 
Details of the modern ”"Hazchem” coding 
of hazardous loads and what:all the sym- 
bols and letters mean! An idea for model- 
ling the Schnee-bergbahn, the longest 
mountain rack railway in Austria. Photo- 
graphs and details of a tunnel inspection 
car of the Deutsche Reichsbahn Gesellschaft. 
An amusing ‘literary postcard’ fran Swit- 
zerland, describing a trip on the ”Zeebot- 
tem” ’N’ scale layout! Drawings of the 
parcels railbus used on the Calabro-Lucane 
system in southern Italy. Drawings, photo- 
graphs and detail of the seven Danish ’PR’ 
Class Pacifics, rebuilt from ’P’ Class 4-4-2s 
during WWII and, like the WAGR ’Ca’ 
Class 4-6-2s which were rebuilt from ’C’ 
Class 4-6-Os, having a ‘puncy’ little pony 
truck! "News Special’ looks at the Power- 
line "HO’ scale models of Westrail and 
NSWR bogie grain hopper wagons, BHP’s 
CXD coal hopper wagons and the South 
Australian (AN) SGX bogie open (or 
gondola). 


*>CONTINENTAL MODELLER’ 


October: 

A look at ”Colonel’s Crossing”, a port- 
able switching HO’ scale layout on a 12’ x 
16” board and based on a fictitious branch 
line in Afkansas. Scratch-building a Ger- 
man built Javanese 2-8-2 in 1:120 scale (for 
Nn3 1/2) using as many commercial °N’ 
scale parts as possible. Making a Southern 
Pacific high-hood GP35 using an Atlas 
GP40 body and an Atlas/Kato Alco C424/ 
425 chassis. Drawing, photographs and 
details of the Standard Rs bogie flat wagon 
used by four European countries’ railways. 


Realistic rockwork using polystyrene and 
Polyfilla. °The Oregon Railroad & Naviga- 
tion Co.”, a superbly scenicked ’HO’ scale 
layout with masses of detail and wonderful 
modelling of still water. Drawings, photo- 
graphs and text about the Clyde built 47 
Class Co-Co diesel locomotives of the 
NSWR and a look at the models available 
from Berg’s Hobbies and from lan Lindsay 
Models. 


*"MODELLERS’ BACK TRACK’: 


August/September: 

The wooden panelled dining and restau- 
rant cars of the GWR - 10 pages of draw- 
ings, photographs and textual detail. 
Modelling Southport (Lord Street) - Chesh- 
ire Lines Committee - in 1886. An article 
on the various British loading gauges and 
how the various clearances came to be and 
the modelling implications. Brief photo- 
graphic survey of some interesting LNWR 
signal cabins. A visit to the works of Aster 
in Yokohama, the history of the company 
and a table showing all the models that 
they’ve made with the numbers of each. 
Part Three on the history of evolution of 
the Midland Railway permanent way. Six 
page article on the Sacre Singles of the 
Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 
Railway, precursor of the GCR - drawings. 
text and photographic detail in abundance. 


*>MODELLERS’ BACK TRACK’ 


October/November: 

Making ’cosmetic’ rivets and hexagonal 
bolt heads. Part Two of the article on the 
GWR Dining and Restaurant Cars deals 
with the steel panelled stock - 12 pages of 
drawings, photographs and textual detail. 
Drawing and details of a GCR open car- 
riage truck. Jack Ray tells of some of the 
forty years with his *Crewchester” ’O’ scale 
garden layout. A 5” gauge ground level 
garden railway with ’close to scale’ locomo- 
tives and rolling stock and operated to 

rototype principles. A treatise of ”Gulf 

ed”, the brilliant red used on departmen- 
tal rolling stock in 1960-62 (black in the 
period 1948-59 and olive drab after 1962). 
illustrated with ten colour photographs. m 
e research and other implications involved 
in the planning of a detailed scale model of 
a real location at a precise point in time. 
using Birkenhead (Woodside) as an ex- 
ample. Train classification and locomotive 
headlamp codes for the Midland Railway 
and the LMS. Movement of wagons around 

oods yards without the use of locomo- 
tives, with photographs and details of working 
wagon turntables for congested sheds. 


*MODELRAIL’ No.173: 

Visit to “Somerford” the 4mm scale 
layout of the Cheltenham Diesel Hydraulic 
Railway Modellers Group representing the 
heyday of diesel hydraulic operation on the 
Western Region in the early 1970s. 
"MODELRAIL’ No.175: 

Photographs of the ModelRAIL ’92 all- 
modern model railway exhibition held in 
Manchester in association with the MMRS 
and the’Heme!l Hempstead MRS. 

*THE CLEARING HOUSP’: 

Electric Train Staff Exchange Appara- 
tus discussed with extensive list of refer- 
ences. Converting an Airfix/Dapol BR 
"Lowmac’ machinery wagon kit intoa GER 
"MAC’ machinery wagon. Resistance sol- 
dering and sources of supply of equipment. 


Extracts are supplied by Ted 
Thoday and Alan Porter. 


